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All This Hassle for a Tassle

Providence College Holds In-person Commencement for Class of 2020

by Nicole Patano '22
Editor-in-Chief

CAMPUS EVENTS
On Sunday, Oct. 3, the class of
2020 will walk across the stage in
Mullaney Gymnasium—nearly a
year and a half after sitting through
their last class at Providence College
and just over a year since receiving
their diplomas in the mail.
Since the first class graduated
from PC in 1923, only five classes
have not had a Commencement,
with the class of 2020 being the fifth.
It is not every day that a group of
graduates can return to their alma
mater to actually…graduate. While
the College could have concluded
with the virtual ceremony that
took place in May 2020, they chose
instead to give the class of 2020 the
celebration they deserve.
The class of 2020 is being given a
second chance, a unique opportunity
to escape the “real world” and
reenter the bubble of college life. As
much as the class is looking forward
to being back on campus this
weekend, some alumni expressed
mixed feelings about graduating
after, in some cases, having already
started working a full-time job.
Yet, according to Julia Gaffney ’20,

several members of the graduating class
are taking work off on Friday to attend
the Homecoming and Commencement
festivities.
Gaffney, who was the senior class
president during the 2019-20 academic
year, is excited to return to campus
for “a taste of what we missed out
on.” On Friday evening, the class will
gather for the first time since March
at a cocktail reception. Gaffney stated,
“Everyone wants the feeling of what
Commencement Week could have
been.”
The class of 2020 is appreciative of all
the College has done to ensure they can
finally graduate in person. Meaghan
Cahill ’20 stated, “I’m grateful and
excited to have this opportunity and
am glad that the school found a way to
make this weekend happen.” Sharon
Hay, director of student activities and
cultural programming, and Steven
Sears, vice president for student affairs
and dean of students, were vocal in
advocating for an in-person graduation.
Gaffney credits them and her class with
making this weekend happen.
The main celebration of the class of
2020 will occur on Sunday, beginning
with a Mass and concluding with
the 102nd Commencement
Exercises. Mae Jemison,
M.D., will be the featured
speaker at the
Commencement

and will be presented with an honorary
degree from the College, along with six
other recipients.
While the class of 2020 is looking
forward to returning to PC’s campus this
weekend, some members of the class
have expressed mixed feelings about the
event. Kathleen Moore ’20 thinks that
“after such a crazy year, it will be really
nice to see old friends and finally get
closure on senior year.” Wini Kennedy
’20 shared Moore’s opinion that this
in-person Commencement will provide
closure to the class, especially as they
“lost hope that it would come to fruition
as time went on.”
Gaffney explained that some
members of the class of 2020 find it
weird that Homecoming weekend is
“not really celebrating us as alumni
since we’re graduating.” The members
of the class of 2020 are in flux between
graduates and alumni, a feeling that the
class of 2021 did not experience since
they were able to have an in-person
graduation ceremony this past May.
Nicholas Crenshaw ’20 said that while he
understands it would have been a more
difficult process, he is “disappointed that
PC didn’t have our ceremony around
the same time as the one for the class of
2021.”
This weekend will inevitably bring up
emotions that the class has not felt
since they first learned that
they would not be having
an in-person ceremony
in May 2020. “We’ve
already had our time

to be super sad and
to move on,” said
Gaffney, “and
now we’re being
reminded of the fact
that we missed out on so much.”
Overall, though, the weekend
is looking promising, and the class
of 2020 is excited to reunite with
their fellow classmates. Kathleen
Garvey ’20 said she is excited to
“celebrate how much we all have
grown during this past year and a
half.” Kennedy sees the weekend
as a brief reprieve from her “real
world” responsibilities: “I’m excited
to see all of my classmates and have
one last time feeling like we’re all
seniors at PC without the worries of
the real world, even if it’s just for a
weekend.” This weekend offers the
class of 2020 a chance to escape into
the bubble of PC once more, as both
graduates and alumni.
Kennedy summarized how most
of the class of 2020 must feel when
she said, “It’ll be nice to feel like
we got an ending together, even
though we’ll be a Friar fam forever.”
The class of 2020 will be joining
past, present, and future members
of the Friar Family this weekend.
A schedule of the Homecoming
weekend events can be found on
page 3 of this week’s issue. Gaffney
hopes the weekend is not only for
the class of 2020 and PC alumni, but
that it can also be enjoyed by current
students.
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Student Protests Erupt at UMass Amherst
University Rocked by Fraternity Sexual Assault Claims
by Maura Campbell ’22
News Co-Editor
NATIONAL NEWS

found guilty of any crime or violation of
any policy and must be afforded the same
courtesy and dignity as any other UMass
organization or student.”
This is not the only time that Theta Chi
at UMass has been the subject of student
protests. In February 2021, over 10,000
individuals signed a petition calling for
disbanding of the fraternity after it hosted
several large gatherings the weekend
after students returned to campus,
causing a spike in COVID-19 cases. In
response, the UMass Student Conduct
and Community Standards office placed
the fraternity on an interim suspension.
These student protests have occurred
alongside another disturbing incident at
UMass Amherst; over the past several
weeks, a number of Black student
organizations have received a series of
racist emails from an unknown sender.
One of the emails which has received
national attention from various news

Students at UMass Amherst have called for increased accountability by administration.
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Throughout this week, hundreds
of students at
the University of
Massachusetts Amherst have participated
in numerous protests over claims
of repeated sexual assault at UMass
fraternities. In particular, anonymous
allegations of a female student being
drugged and raped at the Theta Chi house
on Saturday night have sparked several
student protests, both at the fraternity
house and at administration offices.
More than 300 students gathered
outside of the Theta Chi house Sunday
night to protest the fraternity and the
university’s lack of response. During the
protest, two students were arrested on
charges of disorderly conduct, inciting a
riot, and failure to disperse from a riot.
On Monday, more than 80 students
staged a sit-in in the office of the dean
of students. At the sit-in, students
demanded that the university take action
regarding these allegations, and criticized
what many students consider to be a
larger pattern of inaction and lack of
accountability by the administration.
That night, students gathered outside
of the Theta Chi house again, holding
signs and passing around a megaphone

to recount their personal stories and
experiences of sexual assault and lack
of appropriate response from UMass
administration.
On Monday, Chancellor Kumble
R. Subbaswamy released a statement
regarding the university’s response to
the allegations and protests, stating that
“At this point, no survivor or witness
has come forward to file a complaint
or a report substantiating the claims
that have been made on various social
media platforms,” and that the university
“cannot take action against alleged
perpetrators, whether they be individuals
or organizations, without actionable
evidence.”
Chief Executive Officer Michael
Mayer, Theta Chi’s national leader, has
called on Subbaswamy and the UMass
administration to stand with the fraternity,
stating that UMass must publicly
acknowledge that Theta Chi has not been

outlets and on social media is signed by
the “UMass Coalition for a Better Society,”
and contains racist, denigrating language
towards Black students throughout.
In response, UMass administrators
condemned the emails and announced
that the university had hired Stroz
Freidberg Digital Forensic, a cybersecurity
company, to assist in determining the
source(s) of the emails.
In an Instagram post, the UMass
Black Student Union criticized the
university’s response, stating that “It
took the university almost a month from
the initial anti-Black racist incidents,
to acknowledge these instances. The
university's lengthy response time to
racial incidents compared to their rapid
response to non-racial incidents is not
reflective of a university that claims to
be ‘committed in policy, principle, and
practice to maintaining an environment
which prohibits discriminatory behavior
and provides equal opportunity for all
persons.’”
Both of these incidents are a part
of continuous calls among the UMass
community for increased transparency
and accountability among university
administration.
This is a developing story that will
continue to be updated as events unfold
and more information becomes available.

Mental Health Astronauts Need Not Apply
SpaceX Capsule Completes Orbit
Matters
by Olivia Coletti ’24
News Staff

CAMPUS

WORLD NEWS

As we approach the end of September, we recognize
Suicide Prevention Month. We remember those who
have taken their lives, and continue to help others
who are currently struggling. This month has been a
time to raise awareness and foster discussion on a very
stigmatized topic. Suicide and suicidal thoughts are not
talked about enough.
In addition to overcoming the stigma, it is important
to reassure individuals struggling with mental health
issues and those affected by suicide that there are always
resources available. Throughout the month of September
hundreds of organizations across the country have come
together to bring awareness to such a crucial dialogue.
NAMI, National Alliance on Mental Illness, is one of
these organizations helping to bring awareness and offer
resources to those in need. NAMI and Active Minds, a
club here at Providence College, will be leading a walk
fundraiser to raise money and help others to learn more
about the club and NAMI.
The walk will be on Oct. 24 so if you can, please
donate and/or participate to show support for those
struggling with mental illness.
PC’s Active Minds also held a Suicide Prevention
Vigil on Sept. 21 to remember those lost to suicide and
those suffering in silence. Students, faculty, and clergy
came together in a beautiful ceremony to light candles
and pray.
Mental illness and suicidal thoughts do not
discriminate against age, race, gender, or sexual
orientation, and that is why it is so important to bring
awareness to this topic. Resources are abundantly
available on our campus and everywhere.
If you are in crisis or are experiencing difficult or
suicidal thoughts, call the National Suicide Hotline at
1-800-273-TALK (8255). If you are uncomfortable talking
on the phone, you can also text NAMI to 741-741 to
be connected to a free, trained crisis counselor on the
Crisis Text Line. If you or someone you know is in an
emergency, call 911 immediately.

On Saturday, Sept. 18, “SpaceX” and,
more
specifically, Elon Musk opened our eyes to an era
of commercialized space tourism. Musk’s “SpaceX
Dragon” Capsule carried a crew to space without an
astronaut onboard for the first time in history. These four
space travelers landed after a complete orbit around the
globe. This success in space exploration signifies that
people with the monetary means can now go to space.
Elon Musk’s journey to space has become a gradual
and incredibly reputable feat. In early 2001 Musk
wanted to revolutionize agriculture by curating a “Mars
Oasis,” growing plants on Mars soil. Due to budget
setbacks, along with Musk’s lack of experience, the
idea of Martian agriculture was not funded. The failed
idea led Musk to found SpaceX, an American aerospace
manufacturer and space transport services company,
in 2002. Within the decade, Musk orchestrated his first
orbital launch, breaching reusability milestones and
attaining NASA’s support.
The reusability milestones are notable in Musk’s
overall goals to be environmentally and monetarily
efficient in use of transportation resources. In the 2010s,
the company rapidly expanded its achievements, and
became the leading global commercial launch provider.
The advancements and power Musk holds in the space
industry with SpaceX is an indisputable front runner
when it comes to future commercialized space travel.
Though we do not all have $55 million lying around
to purchase a Space-X ticket, we have revolutionary
activity among us. Considering the high market price
for these trips is being paid, there is a space demand.
This demand for space tourism indicates a long-term
future international asset to the economy. Who knows
how speedy and price-efficient the upcoming advances
might be?
For example, CNN reported on the Gateway
Foundation’s plans for the “World’s first space hotel
scheduled to open in 2027.” This hotel is just beginning
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by Sydney Olinger ’23
News Staff

“SpaceX” is Elon Musk’s latest feat in journeying to space.

to embark on a future potential “Starship Culture” based
on the increasing demands for space living, working,
and habituation. There could be a lifestyle opportunity
in space if the technological criteria meets the need
to live comfortably. Rather than bringing an utterly
dystopian feel to the hotel, the article described how it
would aim to bring earth-like living to space. This earthlike experience includes restaurants, comfortable suites,
and recreational space with activities that highlight the
aspects you cannot experience on earth. The reduced
gravity alone is a thrilling aspect that almost everyone
on our planet has not encountered, along with the
unmatched views. Imagine a time when tourists
consider heading to space instead of the Amalfi Coast
and Disney World.
According to NASA, “The Global Exploration
Roadmap” suggests building a space station as an
orbital base to send travelers back and forth to the Moon.
The station could provide a more stabilized destination
grounded in the Moon’s orbit rather than floating freely.
Again, the attainability and timeline are unclear, but
space is in the future, and these events inch us closer.
Maybe we will not be riding around in the Millennium
Falcon any time soon, but this event still stands as an
international step forward in commercial space travel.
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Featured Friar: Matthew Lussier '22

A One-On-One With the Student Congress President
as well as the connections he has made through
collaboration with other clubs on campus.
In the wake of two semesters plagued by COVID-19
restrictions, Lussier conveyed his enthusiasm for the
upcoming fall semester, and his hope for the return
to “a semi-normal college experience.” Yet, he looks
back on last year with a sense of pride; “Even during
the peak of COVID-19 last year,” he says, “our
campus had one of our most active years of advocacy
in recent memory, if ever, and I hope to build upon
that.”

by Eileen Cooney ’23
News Staff
CAMPUS

“Even during the peak of
COVID-19 last year, our campus
had one of our most active years of
advocacy in recent memory, if ever,
and I hope to build upon that.”

Lussier '22 has ambitious goals as PC's Student Congress
President this year.

projects on campus. When asked about his favorite
part about being on Student Congress the last three
years, Lussier expressed a deep sense of gratitude
for the lifelong friends he has made from the club

Congress Updates
by W. Cole Patno ’24
Student Congress Representative
CAMPUS
On Sept. 21, Student Congress
invited Raul Fonts, Assistant Vice
President and Dean of Admissions and
Financial Aid to our General Assembly
meeting, for Fonts to present and
answer questions that members had
pertaining to his department.
One member asked Fonts how the
school can educate first generation
and MLK Scholars about the help
that they can receive. Fonts suggested
that community-based groups can
help to shed light on the opportunities
available to these students. He also
pointed out that eliminating application
fees and making educators/counselors
aware of what PC has to offer will help
to bridge the gap that these students
face.
Another member, who is interested
in a career in higher education, asked
Fonts what attracted him to college
admissions. Fonts said that he, “fell
into the role,” through an internship
within his college’s admissions
office. He mentioned that if anyone
is interested in a career in higher
education, they should reach out to
see what opportunities are available in
the Residence Life Office, Admissions
Office, etc. to see if it will be a good fit.
A member asked what changes are
being made to merit scholarship at
PC. Fonts said that they review merit
scholarships every summer. When
starting in this position, he saw that
the college was giving out more meritbased aid than need-based, so Fonts
made the gradual shift of having
the college give out a majority need-

based aid. He also looks to expand the
endowment to be able to offer more
need-based aid.
Another member asked what the
recruitment process will look like
this year, as some high schools are
not allowing recruiters onto their
campuses. Fonts replied that there is
a brand study underway to give the
college insight as to what may work
better. He added that there are two
full time representatives for PC on the
West Coast to help recruiting efforts
out there. He also mentioned that the
Friar Search had been expanded on a
national level to improve our national
branding/recruitment efforts.
The final question came from
a member from the Midwest. The
member asked if the recruiters on the
west coast and in the Midwest were
from the regions they’re recruiting in,
or if they were from the Northeast.
Fonts said there are a handful of staff
from outside the Northeast; however,
recruiters receive a large amount of
information about their assigned
area, so they are well equipped for
recruitment.
Student Congress would like to
thank Raul Fonts for his time and
welcome him back for future meetings
and projects.
The Class of 2025 is electing their
Class Secretary, and the results will
be announced Thursday, 9/30, in
the evening. Additionally, members
of the class of 2022 introduced a bill
regarding moving commencement
from The Dunk’, onto campus, like
the class of 2021 had last year. Finally,
the Guest Speaker for 10/5 will be Fr.
Kenneth Sicard, O.P. As always, the
meeting is open to the public, and will
occur in Ruane 105, at 5:30 p.m.
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During the past three years through his
involvement on campus, Matt Lussier ’22 truly has
fully immersed himself in the Providence College
community and left a profound impact. Originally
from Ludlow, MA, Lussier took advantage of the
wide array of majors and minors and the liberal arts
curriculum within the college and decided to declare
a political science and Spanish double major.
When asked about his decision, Lussier says, “I've
always had a love for politics and government, and
I am passionate about the language and the cultures
of Spanish-speaking countries.”
In addition to his studies, he is the president of
Student Congress, an Orientation Leader, an avid
member of the Pre-Law Society, and has played
almost every intramural that PC offers.
Lussier’s involvement on campus in many
different capacities translates into a deep desire to
make a difference and leave a lasting impact on his
fellow students. As President of one of the largest
student organizations on campus, Student Congress,
Lussier says he is excited that it provides him the
platform to do this and to effectively advocate for
students.
Along with the rest of the executive board, Lussier
says that Student Congress has a heterogeneity of
goals and initiatives this year. In addition to a focus on
rebuilding and fostering a sense of community that
was extremely difficult to maintain virtually during
the COVID-19 pandemic last year, Lussier says
that Congress is focused on Institutional Diversity,
Equity, and Inclusion initiatives as well as the more
extensive implementation of environmentally
friendly practices in construction and renovation

He is excited to reconnect with old friends, make
new ones, and attend basketball, hockey, and soccer
games. “During orientation, a lot of OLs spoke about
how it was finally starting to seem like Friartown is
back, and that is an amazing feeling” Lussier says.
Upon reflecting on his past three years as a
member of the Friar Family, Lussier found it nearly
impossible to pick a favorite Providence College
memory. He looks fondly on the connections he
has made on campus, and on his Development of
Western Civilization Experience. “My professors
were amazing and I am still friends with everyone in
the class today.”
In the future, Lussier is planning on attending
law school and becoming an attorney. His leadership
skills, involvement in extracurriculars on campus,
and close attention to his studies all set him up for
success after graduation, and the impact he will leave
on the College’s campus is truly remarkable.

Homecoming Weekend
Schedule of Events

by Maura Campbell ’22
News Co-Editor
CAMPUS
Friday, Oct. 1
Presidential Inauguration Mass, 1
p.m. St. Dominic Chapel
Check-In, 1:30 – 8:30 p.m. Tent at
Concannon Fitness Center Patio
Inauguration of the College’s 13th
President, Rev. Kenneth R. Sicard O.P.
’78, ’82G Investiture Ceremony, 2:30 p.m.
Peterson Recreation Center
Raymond Cafeteria Open House and
Welcome Party, 6 – 8 p.m. Raymond Hall
Cafeteria
Women’s Hockey Exhibition Game, 6
p.m. Schneider Arena
Class of 2020 Welcome, sponsored by
Student Affairs, 7 – 11 p.m. Smith Lawn
Class of ’75 & ’76 Reunion Meet-Up,
7:30 p.m. McPhail’s
Friar Family Feud with John O’Hurley
’76, ’06Hon., 9:30 p.m., doors open at 9
p.m. Mullaney Gymnasium

Saturday, October 2
Check-In, 8 a.m. – 4 p.m. Tent at
Concannon Fitness Center Patio
Morning Health Check-In: Prayer
and Fitness Opportunities, 8 – 10 a.m.
Location TBD
Spanish Mass/ Misa en Español, 8:30
a.m. St. Dominic Chapel
Friar 5K, 9 – 10:50 a.m. Race starts in
front of Harkins Hall
Women’s Circle Information Session,
10 a.m. Slavin Soft Lounge (LL01)
Parent and Family Programs:
Morning Sessions, 10 – 10:50 a.m. Various
Locations
President’s Welcome, featuring Mae C.

Jemison, M.D., 11 a.m. – Noon. Calabria
Plaza, Slavin Lawn
Class of 2020 Ray Brunch, 12:15 – 2
p.m. Raymond Hall Cafeteria
Parent and Family Programs:
Afternoon Sessions, 12:30 – 1:15 p.m.
Homecoming Friar Fest, 1 – 4 p.m.
Smith Center Lawn, Ryan Lawn
Admissions Session and Campus
Tour, 2 p.m. Smith Center for the Arts
McCarthy Hall Dedication, 2:15
pm – 3:00 pm. McCarthy Hall Pavilion
(formerly Suites Hall Pavilion)
Men’s Ice Hockey vs. Army West
Point, 4 p.m. Schneider Arena
Alumni of Color Meet-up and
Networking, 5:30 – 8:00 p.m. Café
Nuovo, Downtown Providence
WaterFire: Then, Now, Next: 50 Years
of Women at Providence College, 6 p.m.
– Midnight. Downtown Providence
Class of 2020 Welcome Back Party at
WaterFire, 6 – 10 p.m. Market Square,
Downtown Providence
45th Reunion Dinner at WaterFire:
Classes of ’75 & ’76, 6:30 p.m. – 10:00 p.m.
Skyline, Downtown Providence
50 Years of Women’s Athletics MeetUp, 7 – 9 p.m. Washington Street Tent

Sunday, Oct. 3
Class of 2020 Commencement Mass, 9
a.m. Slavin Lawn
Homecoming Mass, 11 a.m. St.
Dominic Chapel
102nd Commencement Exercises
for the Class of 2020, 11 a.m. Peterson
Recreation Center
Providence College Field Hockey vs.
Virginia Commonwealth University, 1
p.m. Lennon Family Field
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How Social Media Stars Devalue the Prominence of the Met Gala
by Ashley Seldon ‘24
Opinion Staff
SOCIETY
The Met Gala has always stood out
from the long array of red-carpet events
held each year because of its unique
themes. It is the biggest night in fashion
where A-list celebrities grace New York
City wearing one-of-a-kind gowns and
other ensembles created by iconic high
fashion designers. It celebrates fashion as
an art form and allows celebrities to wear
unique looks that do not necessarily have
to be glamorous or over-sexualized like
other red-carpet events.
The stars invited to the Met Gala
have typically influenced the fashion
industry in some way and perhaps have
already developed strong relationships
with these designers through parties and
other events. Usual attendees are NYFW
models, renowned actors and actresses,
and talented musicians and athletes.
Just being a celebrity doesn’t necessarily
grant access to this exclusive event. For
example, the entire Kardashian family
has been invited except for Kourtney
and Khloe because they lack a strong
influence on fashion. The editor of Vogue,
Anna Wintour, personally invites these
celebrities to the fundraising benefit.
Knowing the exclusivity of the Met
Gala, it was shocking to many that TikTok
star Addison Rae was invited to this year’s
event. Rae boasts 84.6 million followers
on the app, where she has accrued fame
through posting 30-second dancing clips.
Recently, Rae released the movie He’s
All That on Netflix, which has received
much criticism. Twitter tore the film up;
one user, @HistoryofPopcorn, tweeted,
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Addison Rae attended her first Met Gala this year, alongside other guests of a much higher
caliber—including Rihanna and Billie Eilish.

“Cringe and expected disappointment,
that’s how we describe Netflix’s He’s All
That.”
In the past, other social media
influencers have gone to the Met
Gala, such as Liza Koshy and Emma
Chamberlain. However, the difference
is that Koshy was asked to interview
celebrities walking the carpet, and
Chamberlain had a brand deal with
Louis Vuitton. TikTok stars, in general,
have been bashed for reaching fame
through stealing dances created by
lesser-known black artists or creators.
Since Rae has the famous “it girl” look,
she gets more views and likes than the
creators making the choreography she
mimics. So, her simply being a famous
TikTok star should not have granted her
an invite to the Met Gala.
Though Rae does have a brand deal
with American Eagle and has launched

a makeup line available at Sephora,
these are more commercial business
endeavors. Unlike Chamberlain, she has
not developed a name for herself in the
high fashion industry. Rae’s invitation
devalues the high status required in
previous years to go to the Met Gala. She
has set the precedent that any famous
and pretty social media influencer may
score an invite. Could this lead to Wintour
inviting Instagram models or other barely
famous people in the future?
A viral TikTok blew up in the weeks
preceding the Met Gala going over a
leaked image of the seating arrangements.
The video made by @charlesgross shows
that Addison Rae would be sitting next
to fashion icons Donatella Versace and
Naomi Campbell and across from global
star Beyoncé. The comments section blew
up with one user saying, “My honest
opinion is that influencers shouldn’t be

allowed at something like the Met
Gala. You’re telling me Addison Rae/
James Charles hold the same power
as Lady Gaga or Donatella Versace ‘’
(koicrystals).
While fact-checkers later proved the
image to be fake, the idea that Rae, a
person famous for quick dancing clips,
would be in the company of people
who have paved the way in making
fashion perceived as art was unsettling.
Rae was not the only member of
Generation Z in attendance; perhaps
Anna Wintour is trying to push the
high fashion industry onto a younger
audience. Though the Met Gala has
never been a marketing event, it’s
supposed to highlight the designers’
looks and showcase a walking Gala of
their art. Perhaps this was a first attempt
of reaching out to those who have yet to
discover high fashion.
Rae wore a red, vintage Tom Ford
gown with a classic blonde bob. She
attempted to channel old Hollywood
glam for the Met theme—American
fashion. Nonetheless, her look came
off very simple compared to the other
celebrities who use the Met Gala to send
a social or political message. Often these
looks aren’t meant to be effortlessly
beautiful but something that the average
person questions. The outfit should be
interpreted like most art and require
onlookers to hypothesize the designer’s
intentions concerning the theme.
Rae addressed backlash surrounding
her invite, saying, “Anyone who
supports me, I love you, and thank you
for everything. It means the world, and
I couldn’t do this without you guys!”
All in all, her presence as a D-list
celebrity devalues the elite air the Met
Gala once held.

Who Is the Academy?

Questioning the Voting Procedures of the Emmys
by Christina Charie ‘25
Opinion Staff
SOCIETY
After watching the Emmys on Sunday night, viewers
were angry about the results, as they found many of
the shows selected were quite out of touch for a 2021
awards show. From a simple glance at the Academy’s
executive board page, it became evident that there is a
significant lack of diversity, which has prompted the
Twitter trend #EmmysSoWhite.
The voting process for the Emmys is incredibly vague
from the description found on the official website. In
fact, according to the website, an individual or program
can self-nominate. Voters are composed of peer groups
representing the various categories within the industry.
All 16,000 voters (about the seating capacity of Madison
Square Garden) decide the nominations in the larger
categories, such as Best Comedy or Drama, while peer
groups vote on Best Actress or Best Actor awards. The
Academy also names the Ernst and Young Accountants
as their ballot checkers. Final round voting is based on
peer groups as well.
The voters are required to verify that they watched
the shows, but the verification process is not defined,
leading to questions of how actively engaged voters
actually are with the shows. Additionally, when going
through the nominee lists from the late 2000s, finding a
nominee of color is difficult.
Even this year, people questioned how Josh O’Connor
won Best Male Actor in a Drama Series, beating out
Regé-Jean Page, the breakout star from Bridgerton. Out
of six nominees, four were men of color. Billy Porter

from Pose won in 2019 and Sterling K. Brown from
This Is Us took home the trophy in 2017, but neither
was selected for the award this year. A common thread
between these two award years includes the absence of
The Crown—a show with a predominantly white cast—
from the nominees in those years.
Talented men of color are represented in the
nominations, but another British man portraying Prince
Charles still came out on top. One of the reasons why
shows become successful is the relationship between
viewers and characters, and Page’s representation of the
Duke was certainly successful in doing just that. While
many overlook the show, categorizing it as another
trend, Bridgerton is a period piece for modern society,
with a diverse cast, romance, and elaborate scenery and
costumes. Page ushers in a new era of period pieces
along with the rest of the Bridgerton cast. The entire
show was overlooked again in the Best Drama category.
Even though O’Connor is certainly talented, the role
he acquired does not present any innovations or room
for creativity. The Crown is a refined Royal Family TV
adaptation, but the concept has been overused. The
Crown continues the period piece tradition of fussy
costumes and unrelatable characters. In terms of Best
Actress in a Drama Series, Emma Corrin as Princess
Diana made an incredible impact on pop culture,
reviving interest in the figure. The selection of Olivia
Coleman is another example of traditionalism in the
Academy. Coleman plays Queen Elizabeth II, who
is a slightly more stereotypical female character, and
Coleman sought no innovation in her role.
The Academy also has a habit of selecting the same
show year after year for the same award. This year, The

Crown took home eleven awards, while Game of Thrones
has acquired over twenty awards during its run. The
Academy clearly has favorites, with The Crown being one
of them. Therefore, to uncover the truth, one must discover
the motives behind their decision-making and ensure
that voters are truly engaged in the content that they are
watching, rather than just doing so passively and voting on
the one show they truly watched. Additionally, creativity,
innovation, and diversity should be more celebrated, along
with the actors who are trailblazers in those roles.

PHOTO COURTESY OF E! ONLINE

Regé-Jean Page, known best for his role as Simon in Bridgerton,
was overlooked this year for the Best Male Actor in a Drama
Series.
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Doesn’t every college student question
the reasoning behind a class dance’s
existence before buying a ticket?
Probably not. But I did. I put off

getting my ticket to 222 Night until the
last possible minute—six minutes after
ticket sales closed on Friday, to be precise.
Even then, my decision to attend can be
attributed more to the pestering and guilttripping from my roommates than to an
epiphany. The dance itself provided no
revelations, and I may never know why
the College began the tradition of the
“countdown” dance, but I think I have a
better idea of its significance, especially
for our class.
In many ways, the countdown to
graduation is a wake-up call for the senior
class. We are the inverse Phineas and Ferb,
trying to find the best way to spend the
time we have remaining at school before
summer ends it. For the current senior
class, we have 222 nights remaining
(though by the time of publication, that
number will have decreased to 216) until
we must bid farewell to the life we have
lived for the past three years.
Even though the countdown seems to
start unreasonably early into senior year,
in the grand scheme of things, it has come
too late. We have been simultaneously
looking forward to and dreading the day
that we finally enter “the real world”
since our first day of freshman year. Yet,
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Languages can connect people
on a level unlike any other. When
attempting to speak another’s language,
although one may feel silly, the effort
means the world to the native speaker.
Communication and respect for
another’s culture in a world of chaos
and disruption can unite two people.
For this exact reason, amongst many
others, Providence College students
should take a language class in a formal,
academic environment while they still
can. The language department at PC
offers a plethora of opportunities and
intro-level classes in French, German,
Italian, Spanish, Arabic, and Chinese.
Practically
speaking,
students
benefit tremendously from the ability
to understand and speak another
language, it helps them in their future
career, studying abroad, and beyond.
Many languages can also help in courses
that tie in language components or even
require a bit more knowledge on the
roots of words and phrases.
However, each of these languagebased courses can do so much more than
teaching diction and grammar. They
broaden one’s perspective of the world
around them. This includes learning
about cultural norms, traditions and
values, and current events in countries
where the language is spoken. This new
perspective even allows one to explore
their future on a deeper level—perhaps
after taking a class, one will want to add
a minor or major!
However one views their purpose for
taking a language class, and no matter
what level one is at, languages are truly
keys that open doors to the broader
world and community.
—Olivia Bretzman ’22

The Cowl is a proud
member of the Associated
Collegiate Press.

we probably haven’t been living each day
as if we are one day closer to graduation.
If you feel like you’ve squandered your
time at PC, you still have 222 (216) nights
until graduation to remedy that.
For this senior class especially, I think
a countdown is more significant than
perhaps all those which came before
it. 222 is an angel number, a repetitive
sequence of numbers that appear
seemingly random in your life to convey
a spiritual or divine message. It is through
angel numbers that your spiritual guide
is said to try to help you see the path
before you.
We are likely the first class at
Providence College to have an angel
number begin the countdown to the
end of the year. Angel number 222
is associated with new beginnings,
cooperation, and balance. When you see
the number 222, it is thought to be your
spiritual guide telling you that a new
project is about to begin in your life. Even
if it seems impossible, you must trust that
your work will be worth it in the end.
Rather than lament the countdown to
graduation, we should think of each day
as just one step on our path towards new
beginnings and positive outcomes.

& TIRADES

Sadie Hawkins Was a
Genius

Too often girls wait around hoping
to receive a text, call, or conversation
instead of taking action into their own
hands and reaching out to someone they
admire themselves. The reality is that
all of this waiting and wishing is a huge
time waster when it comes to forming
meaningful and healthy relationships.
Unavoidably, there is fear and stress
that comes with reaching out first. The
potential harm or hurt emotions that can
occur from contacting someone first is
helpful to avoid wasting more time with
a person who does not reciprocate those
same emotions.
Nobody enjoys being brushed-off,
especially if they think so highly and
optimistically about a potential for
future friendship or relationship with
that person. But is it really better to
submissively give someone else control
of an entire relationship before it has even
begun? No. It entirely disregards your
own thoughts and intentions, while also
unfairly places expectations on the other
individual—who may be worried about
reaching out themselves—to potentially
work on this relationship alone.
So what’s the worst that can happen?
Maybe they do not respond to your text
or perhaps this person explains they
are not interested in further developing
your relationship. Ouch! Is it not better
to be aware of this information instead
of spending more time dreaming up
that disinterested individual into an
impossible fantasy? If it is truly meant to
be, reaching out first will not discontinue
the future of that relationship and might
even expedite its progression.
Reach out, respond in a timely
manner, get rejected sometimes, and
move on to someone who is actually
willing to reciprocate equal interest.

Don’t Break Your
Bank on Dresses

One of the big excitements of senior
year at Providence College is all the fun
formal events that the school plans. With
multiple formal dances, like Black &
White Ball, Senior Ring Weekend, and
Senior Week, there are many events that
require formal or semi-formal attire.
For girls, it seems like the only option
is to buy a brand-new dress for each
event. But this path is not the best option
as it costs a lot in terms of monetary and
environmental factors.
Some girls argue that it is important
to have a new dress for each event which
justifies spending money on dress after
dress. But, this problem can easily be
solved without spending the money by
sharing dresses with friends, floormates,
or roommates.
A good quality dress generally starts
around $40-$50, not including the price
of shipping. By sharing old dresses with
friends, you can mitigate the financial
burden that these formal events may put
on you. You can still wear a dress that you
have not worn yet if you borrow it from
a friend.
Further, many formal dresses are
designed for short-term ownership,
which is bad for the environment because
the chemicals in the dye from clothing can
cause environmental issues. By sharing
dresses instead of purchasing multiple
new dresses, we are actually helping the
environment on top of our bank accounts.
Although there is a glamorous
excitement in purchasing a brand new
cocktail or semi-formal dress, there is
just as much excitement and benefit in
borrowing a cute dress that has been
gently used from a friend.
—Emily Ball ‘22

—Madeline Morkin ’22
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Open Mic Night on Slavin Lawn
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Live Music Continues to Thrive on PC’s Campus
by Jack Downey ’23
A&E Co-Editor

ON-CAMPUS ENTERTAINMENT
Last week provided even more proof that live
music is coming back to Providence College.
On Friday, Sept. 17, the Board of Programmers
hosted an open mic night on Slavin Lawn. The
overall atmosphere was welcoming and relaxed,
with no pressure put on the performers. Those
who performed either sang to a pre-recorded
backing track or played guitar while singing.
The setup for the open mic was a stage similar
to the music festival Stuartstock, hosted by WDOM
91.3FM and held on campus during the Spring

2021 semester, just on a smaller scale. It gave the
audience a perfect angle to see the singers. Next
to the stage was a table where attendees could
grab Insomnia cookies, a favorite of PC students.
Leading off the performances was Lauren Fraser
’22, one of the guest singers from the Sept. 9 show
at The Met. She sang along to Taylor Swift’s “The
Man,” which got the crowd pumped up and ready
for the rest of the show. As the open mic night
progressed, a variety of talent was on display.
One example was Jack Lamere ’24. Armed with
just his voice and an acoustic guitar, he ripped
through one of his original compositions, titled
“Leaving Seventeen.” Angsty and urgent, the
song struck a chord with many in attendance.

PHOTO COURTESY OF JACK DOWNEY ‘23

Ryan Peduto ’25 at the Board of Programmers’ open mic night event.

The show featured some brand-new talent as well.
Towards the end of the open mic, Ryan Peduto ’25 took
the stage. What was unique about his performance
was that he used an electric guitar. For his first song,
he played The Star Spangled Banner before calling up
a friend of his to accompany him on acoustic guitar.
The duo played a stirring rendition of Pink Floyd’s
“Wish You Were Here,” which featured a great
guitar solo by Peduto. The pair then did a tonguein-cheek version of A Tribe Called Quest’s “Check
The Rhime.” The two traded verses, exemplifying
an impressive flow while still having fun with it.
The crowd certainly enjoyed their performance.
Overall, the entire event was a good time.
While not everyone in attendance performed,
both those who took the stage and those who
came to cheer on their friends were able to
enjoy the live entertainment on Slavin Lawn on
a temperate day towards the end of summer.
It was also great to see an open, low-stakes
music event where anyone could showcase their
talent. Seeing this many musicians on PC’s campus is
truly spectacular. This is even greater to see after last
year when opportunities for musicians to present
themselves were rare. Occasionally, passersby
would see an intrepid musician playing guitar
near Guzman Hall or Calabria Torch. However,
this was not common, particularly in winter. For
on-campus musicians, it was truly a stagnant time.
Last week’s open mic night truly proves a glimmer
of hope that casual musical events will become
the norm on campus. There have even been talks
of a weekly concert series outside Smith, although
whether or not this comes to fruition remains to
be seen. Hopefully, all of the student musicians at
Providence College will get more opportunities like
this open mic night to showcase what they can do.

Quinn XCII and Chelsea Cutler’s “Stay Next To Me” Tour

The Comeback of Live Concerts After COVID-19
by Riley Coyne ’24
A&E Staff
LIVE MUSIC
After being shut down for two
long years, concert venues across the
country are beginning to welcome back
performers with open arms. When
COVID-19 struck without warning,
musicians who had tours planned
for 2020 were forced to postpone or
cancel them completely. Many artists,
like the talented Chelsea Cutler,
were in the middle of a tour when
the pandemic hit and were unable
to finish it the way they had hoped.
Now, after a bit of a hiatus,
Cutler is back on tour. This time,
however, she is touring with fellow
artist Quinn XCII. The duo sold
out more than half of the shows on
their tour, including both nights at
Radio City Music Hall in New York
City as well as their show in Boston.
The Boston concert took place at
Leader Bank Pavilion, a beautiful
venue on the water that held roughly
5,000 attendees. The Pavillion is
outdoors with plenty of concession
stands readily available to satisfy
the e ager concert-goers. Toure x c l u s i v e m e rc h a n d i s e f o r b o t h

artists was sold at the venue as well.
The doors to the venue opened at
6:30 p.m. An hour later, the opening act
took the stage. Tai Verdes, who rose to
fame when his song “A-O-K” blew up
on the social media platform TikTok,
put on an engaging performance that
had everyone on their feet. Then, at
8:20 pm, Chelsea Cutler came out and
performed songs from her 2020 album,
How to Be Human, as well as some of
her older singles like “Your Shirt.”
Fans of Cutler are sure to speculate
whether the subject of any of these
songs could possibly be her girlfriend,
Tilly Burzynski ’18. Regardless of
whether this is the case, Providence
College students will be interested
to know that Burzynski is a PC
alum, Class of 2018, and played ice
hockey during her time in Friartown.
At 9:35 p.m., Quinn XCII took to
the stage. During his set, he played
some of his most famous songs like
“Stacy” and “My Wife & 2 Dogs.”
He also brought out special guest
Ayokay to perform their collaborative
song “Kings of Summer.” The song
currently has almost 80 million
streams on Spotify, and the crowd’s
reaction when Ayokay walked out

IMAGE COURTESY OF LIVE NATION ENTERTAINMENT

The official poster for Chelsea Cutler and Quinn XCII’s “Stay Next To Me” tour.

suggests that the artist will only
grow in popularity from here on out.
One of the most notable aspects
of this concert was the clear bond
between its headliners. While both
artists performed their own songs
during their time on stage, the encore
consisted of them coming together to
perform songs that they collaborated
on. Quinn XCII and Cutler are both
under the same record label, EWG
management, which could explain why
the two have such a close relationship.
It also explains why they have been
able to make multiple songs together

over the years. “Flare Guns,” “Little
Things,” “Calling All Angels,” and
“Stay Next to Me,” the track that their
entire tour was named after, are some
of their most popular collaborations.
Needless to say, the energy at
this concert was contagious and
the performers did not disappoint.
That night, regardless of audience
members’ age, appearance, and how
good—or bad—their seats were,
everyone was brought together by
the power of Cutler, Quinn XCII,
and their guests’ combined talents.
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The 2021 iHeartRadio Music Festival
Why All Music Fans Wish They Were There
by Talia Rueda ’23
A&E Staff
MUSIC

2021 has been a huge year for music.
Is it because there is a flux of
albums coming from the most iconic
artists of our generation? Or because
of several expected world tours? While
both are true, neither is why this has
been such a paramount year for music.
Music is nothing without the
kicking-and-screaming and beltingof-the-lungs that comes with a live
performance, especially at the festival
of America’s #1 radio company.
After a tortuous year of listening
to our favorite artists alone in our
bedrooms, iHeartRadio has come
to reclaim its place in our lives as
the world of live music returns.
The iHeartRadio Music Festival
returned to Las Vegas on the weekend
of Sept. 17 with a lineup that
provoked all the music lovers that
were not in attendance to scour the
internet for every full performance.
The lineup ranged from the sisters of
pop (Billie Eilish, Dua Lipa, and Olivia
Rodrigo) to hip-hop legends Lil Baby
and J Cole, not to mention country’s
boys Sam Hunt and Darius Rucker.
The audience’s excitement to see
live performances from these pop
sensations was palpable. Newcomer
Olivia Rodrigo received the loudest onstage welcome of the entire weekend.
This is not surprising, as her rise to
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Olivia Rodrigo takes the stage at the 2021
iHeartRadio Music Festival.

fame did not only move at a rapid pace
but also seemed inevitable. Rodrigo
had all the tools and talents necessary
for success, and the quality of her first
live performance in front of a crowd
exemplified the natural greatness
that she continues to demonstrate.
Indeed, her professionalism at such
an early stage in her career proved
true when her set did not begin with
one of the first-released singles that
made her famous, such as “driver’s

license” or “deja vu,” but rather with
“brutal,” an alt-rock anthem that
left the crowd intoxicated with
excitement. With her iHeartRadio set,
one of her first live performances,
Rodrigo has let everyone know that
she is more than a lyrical poet, and
rather a true artist who knows how
to evoke in a crowd exactly what they
had been yearning for throughout a
difficult year without live music.
With that being said, it’s impossible
to forget Billie Eilish’s gut-wrenching
yet thrilling set, and specifically, her
first live performance of “Happier Than
Ever.” There was not a single audience
member who didn’t sing along with
the line, “you make me hate this city.”
Even those in happy relationships were
guaranteed to cry along to this one.
Now, a music festival would not be
complete without the electric, fiery
sounds of hip-hop and rap. This proved
accurate when Lil Baby’s set reworked
the stage and the audience’s energy,
with tactics similar to that of Rodrigo.
The main goal of a music festival
is to entice extreme eagerness from
the crowd throughout the entire
set, and Lil Baby did just that. He
not only performed one of the
most famous verses of 2021, his
unmatched “Wants and Needs”
verse from his feature with Drake,
but also brought out special guests.
Lil Baby welcomed several
background dancers to perform the
TikTok chant, “Woah,” spreading
an exuberance of dance throughout

the crowd. As mundane as it seems,
learning Tik Tok dances was something
that many bonded over throughout
the pandemic. The emulation of these
dances in a public setting proves
that Lil Baby and other performers
not only wanted to excite the crowd
but to bring people back together.
It is moments like these, the
feelings of animation and emotion
from Lil Baby’s beloved verse and
Eilish’s deep self-reflection, that make
live music what it is. Indeed, these
moments are more than listening to
music. Verses like Lil Baby’s allowed
us to celebrate during a year of
cheerlessness, while many of Eilish’s
tracks represent the internal reflection
that we all underwent during the
pandemic. When hearing these iconic,
deeply meaningful songs being inperson with one another for the first
time, it is clear just how relieved
music lovers are to be together again.
That is the thing about iHeartRadio
Music Festival: it is not just a live
concert, but also a celebration of
the ways in which people come
together to show how much they
love to listen to their favorite artists.
This is evident in the fact that
iHeartRadio has produced several
events before and after the festival.
For instance, they are broadcasting
a two-night special on the CW
Network on the weekend of Oct. 2
so that the fun does not have to end.
Needless to say, their brand name
is very accurate: we love the radio.

Recap: The 2021 Emmy Awards

Popular Programs Win Big in a History-Making Night
by Olivia Riportella ’25
A&E Staff
TELEVISION
The 2021 Emmy Awards were back in person
for their 73rd anniversary this year, with fan
favorites like The Crown, The Queen’s Gambit,
and Ted Lasso winning big. The night was hosted
by stand-up comedian Cedric the Entertainer,
star of the CBS sitcom The Neighborhood.
This year’s ceremony was especially unique as
Netflix took home more awards than any cable
network or streaming service. This marks a huge
milestone: it was the first time that streaming
services outperformed cable TV. Winning in
44 categories, Netflix tied the record for the
most Emmy awards in one night since 1974.
Netflix’s The Crown was the big winner of the
Emmys, taking home the most awards of any series
with seven total. Among these honors include the
top prize of the Emmys, the Best Drama Series
category. This marks the first time a Netflix show has
won this award. The Crown also made history as the
first series to sweep all seven drama categories: Lead
Actor, Lead Actress, Supporting Actor, Supporting
Actress, Writing, Directing, and Drama Series.
Another show that won an impressive number
of Emmys was Apple TV+’s Ted Lasso. It took home
four awards in major categories: Outstanding
Comedy Series, Outstanding Actor in a Comedy
Series, Outstanding Supporting Actor in a Comedy
Series, and Outstanding Supporting Actress
in a Comedy Series. The show made history
by becoming the most nominated freshmen
comedy series that the Emmys had ever seen.
The Queen’s Gambit was up for six Emmy

awards and took home two of them. One of these
awards was for Best Limited Series, beating out
strong contenders such as Hamilton, I May Destroy
You, Mare of Easttown, The Underground Railroad,
and WandaVision. The second was presented
specifically to Scott Frank for Outstanding
Directing for a Limited or Anthology Series.
The Emmys achieved a milestone for women
this year, with female directors sweeping both the
drama and comedy categories. The Crown’s Jessica
Hobbs received the Emmy for Outstanding Directing
for a Drama Series, and Hacks’ Lucia Aniello was
awarded Outstanding Directing for a Comedy Series.
However, this year’s winners lacked diversity
and representation. Despite its record lineup of 49
non-white nominees, many people of color were
left empty-handed in their respective categories.

PHOTO COURTESY OF USA TODAY

The cast of Ted Lasso on the red carpet at the 2021 Emmy Awards.

The majority of trophies, especially the major acting
awards, were presented to white people, leading the
#EmmysSoWhite hashtag to trend across social media.
Another aspect of the night that many considered
disappointing was the winner in the Outstanding
Variety Talk Series category. Conan O’Brien’s talk
show, Conan, was nominated for its final season
in this category but lost to Last Week Tonight with
John Oliver. Although the popularity of Oliver’s
program indicates that this was not a snub, many
were hoping Conan would walk away with the
award for the end of his series’ 28-year run.
Overall, the 2021 Emmys consisted of
both highs and lows. The results point to
streaming services as the future of television,
but also to the need for ongoing conversations
about diversity, especially in Hollywood.
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The Problem With “Bro-Country” Music

How the Subgenre Creates Negative Stereotypes
by Grace Whitman ’22
A&E Staff
MUSIC

PHOTO COURTESY OF ROLLING STONE

Thomas Rhett onstage during a concert.

A couple of weekends ago, dozens of Providence
College students headed to the Xfinity Center
in Mansfield, Massachusetts to attend the longpostponed Thomas Rhett: Center Point Road Tour
concert. The amphitheater was filled with girls
wearing cowboy hats and boys in flannels and jeans.
When it started raining halfway through
the concert, the inclimate weather did not send
anyone home. Rather, it inspired attendees to sing
a little louder, especially during “Die a Happy
Man” when Rhett sang, “Then we danced in the
dark under September stars in the pouring rain.”
Although this scene suggests the popularity
of country music artists such as Rhett, the genre is
extremely polarized: it seems that people either
love country music or hate it with a passion.

One of the main reasons why some people
are turned off by country music is because of the
stereotypical themes of many songs in the genre.
“Bro-country,” a subgenre of mainstream country
music, has come to the forefront of what many
people think of when they hear country. Dierks
Bentley, Jason Aldean, and Florida Georgia Line
are perfect examples of artists thriving in the “brocountry” genre. They write about subjects like
drinking beer, pick-up trucks, lakes, and women.
Distaste for many of these “bro-country” songs
at the top of the country Billboard charts owes
to the fact that they sometimes do not convey
the most respectful depictions of women. These
tracks might spin misogynistic messages with a
catchy tune, but they are nonetheless problematic.
One group particularly bothered by these songs is
Maddie & Tae, a female country duo. In 2014, they
released their debut track, “Girl in A Country Song,”
which kick-started their country music career. The
song is about how girls are typically portrayed in
country music. The chorus goes, “We used to get
a little respect / Now we’re lucky if we even get
/ To climb up in your truck, keep our mouth shut
and ride along / And be the girl in a country song.”
The pair was inspired to write the track after
observing how women are not typically the
main characters in country tunes. In an interview
with Rolling Stone Magazine, Tae Dye said,
“We wanted to go at it from a girl’s perspective,
and we wanted to put ourselves in the shoes of
this girl. You know, how does she feel wearing
these cut-off shorts, sitting on the tailgate?”
Overall, women have less of a presence than
men do in country music, and data shows that
their songs are played significantly less on the
radio compared to those of male artists. According
to a report by Mediabase Weekly Country Airplay
Reports, “Songs by women received just 10
percent of daily spins in 2019.” Since radio has

such a high listenership, this has a profound
impact on an artist’s popularity, which means
that female country artists are at a disadvantage.
While the country genre is full of songs that
have wholesome messages about family values or
remaining true to your roots, many people stereotype
the entire country genre with characteristics of
the “bro-country” category because this type of
country music has been thrust to the forefront of
the mainstream country music genre. Hopefully,
going forward, artists such as Maddie & Tae will
work to combat these stereotypes and showcase
everything that country music has to offer.

PHOTO COURTESY OFCOUNTRY NOW

Country music duo Maddie & Tae seek to challenge the stereotypes
of the genre.

Album Review: Lil Nas X’s Montero

How the Artist is Changing the Game for Rappers
by Kate Picone ’22
A&E Staff

MUSIC
Lil Nas X has proven himself to be
much more than a one-hit-wonder
with his new album, Montero. The
star first made his mark on the music
industry with his 2019 hit song “Old
Town Road,” which spread through
the nation like wildfire. The song
was not only an amusing take on
the country music genre, but came
to be a smash “country” hit with
legend Billy Ray Cyrus collaborating
on a remixed version of the track.
Usually, when songs from a littleknown artist rise to the top charts so
quickly, there is a slow decline in the
recognition that their music receives
until they simply fall off the scene. Lil
Nas X is anything but that kind of artist.
He has proven himself to be more
than simply a talented rapper, using
his platform to help further the
LGBTQ+ movement. The rap genre
has traditionally included stereotypes
of men talking about getting girls,
objectifying them, and discriminating
against gay people. By being an openly
gay rapper, Lil Nas X is changing the rap
genre for the better. He has shown that
he cannot only be himself in the music
industry, but also that he can use his
unique personality and talents to make
amazing music and inspire others.

PHOTO COURTESY OF MTV.COM

Lil Nas X performs onstage at the 2021 MTV Video Music Awards.

Montero, while filled with energetic
songs that can be blasted at parties,
also includes a self-reflection on the
artist’s rise to fame and how he deals
with being a queer man of color.
Although he makes it look easy,
dressing flamboyantly on the red
carpet and referencing his sexuality in
social media and his music, Montero
shows that Lil Nas X nonetheless feels
discouraged sometimes. In a soft track,

“SUN GOES DOWN,” he meditates on
his urge to run away from who he is and
his struggle with his identity. He raps,
“I wanna run away / Don’t wanna lie,
I don’t want a life” about his battle
with depression and suicidal thoughts.
However, other lines from the track
include, “And I’m happy by the way
/ That I made that jump, that leap of
faith,” suggesting that although it
was difficult, Lil Nax X is happy he

came out and can be his true self to
the public. It is certainly inspiring
that he is using his music to tell his
story of his rise to fame as well as
how he grappled with navigating
both fame and personal identity.
Although meme culture has
certainly joked about Lil Nas X (and
he joins right in on the fun), he has
certainly proved that he is more than
a meme with songs such as “SUN
GOES DOWN” along with others like
“VIOD” and “AM I DREAMING”
with Miley Cyrus. However, Montero
is not all soft—it contains tracks such
as “INDUSTRY BABY,” featuring Jack
Harlow, and “MONTERO (Call Me By
Your Name)” that will definitely have
listeners on their feet. These tracks are
filled with strong beats and powerful
lyrics about how Lil Nas X has become
a force to be reckoned with in the music
industry and how he is unashamed
of talking about his sexuality.
In addition to the features
mentioned above, the album is filled
with reputable collaborators such
as Elton John, Doja Cat, and Megan
Thee Stallion. Notably, all of the
artists on the album are members of
the LBGTQ+ community. While he
was certainly not what rap fans were
expecting, Lil Nas X has paved the
way for creating positive change in the
industry—and what better way to do it
than by having a chart-topping album?
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Elon Musk’s Graffiti Gigafactory
Art and Technology Meet at the New Tesla Facility
by Claudia Fennell ’24
A&E Staff
ART
Driven by the efforts of CEO Elon Musk, Tesla
Motors is leading the way into the future of the
automobile industry with cars that do not run on
fossil fuels. As the rate of climate change accelerates,
consumers are pushing for more sustainable vehicle
options. Tesla delivers on this want, and the company
is currently working to lower its prices so that
sustainable vehicles become more accessible to all.
Musk built his first mega-building for the
production of car parts and named it the Tesla
Gigafactory. It covers millions of square feet of space
and runs completely on renewable energy, relying
primarily on solar energy. The CEO is now planning to
build another one of these Gigafactories in Germany,
to be named the Berlin-Brandenburg Gigafactory.
Musk’s plans have caused uproar in the German

PHOTO COURTESY OF TECH TIMES

The new Tesla Gigafactory in Germany.

community because of the art that he aims to put on
the outside of the building: he is planning to have
street artists paint the building’s exterior, graffiti-style.
Musk is recruiting local German street
artists for this task. On Twitter, the official
Tesla account announced, “If you want to help
cover Giga Berlin in awesome graffiti art, send
us your work at GigaBerlinArt@Tesla.com.”
The internet had a field day with this announcement,
with many Twitter users replying to Tesla’s Tweet
with pictures featuring Musk or Tesla vehicles with
the Doge meme. The meme, which originated in the
early 2010s, features a Shiba Inu dog accompanied
by multicolored broken-English phrases intended
to represent an internal monologue. When a pair
of software engineers decided to make a satirical
cryptocurrency, they christened it “Dogecoin,” and,
to their surprise, earned the support of Tesla CEO
Elon Musk, who frequently tweets about Dogecoin.
All memes aside, Berlin is considered to be the
graffiti capital of the world, so it would make sense
that Musk is deciding to decorate his building with
this art style and use the talents of local artists. German
graffiti became popular after the construction of the
Berlin Wall. On the Western side of the Wall, artists
decorated it with graffiti and words in English,
French, and German. Perhaps Tesla is hoping to
incorporate some German history into their new
building to assimilate into the German community.
Some critics charge that the Gigafactory, especially
with its graffiti-style art, is not suitable for the German
landscape in which it is being constructed, and other
complaints come from environmental activists.
When speaking to The Washington Post, Steffen
Schorcht, an activist fighting the Gigafactory,
explained that the main complaints critics wish
for Tesla to address are that the company has not
done enough to protect Berlin’s wildlife and that
the construction area included timber trees planted

in a designated conservation area. Schorcht is
quoted as saying, “Our critique is not against
Tesla cars or the Tesla company, our critique
is for them to use this area to build a factory.”
Regardless of whether people are opposing the
Gigafactory for aesthetic or environmental reasons,
the new $7-billion plant is under construction
outside of Berlin now and is expected to be in
production by the end of the year. Hopefully, when
architectural critics and environmentalists
alike see the building’s artwork, even if they
disagree with the Gigafactory’s location, they
will be able to appreciate the art created for it.

PHOTO COURTESY OF WIKIPEDIA

Elon Musk, the CEO of Tesla.

Firstsite Named Art Museum of the Year

Essex Art Museum Shows the Value of Helping Others and Igniting Hope
by Grace O’Connor ’22
A&E Staff

ART
Last week, the Essex art museum,
Firstsite, was named the Art Fund
Museum of the Year. It received
this recognition not only due to
its extravagant artwork, but also
because of its generosity to its
local community; indeed, Firstsite
makes forming relationships
between artists and members of
the Essex community a priority.
This was more apparent than ever
during the pandemic, particularly
when the museum used its resources
to help those in need. For example, it
offered its space for use as a base to
supply food to local neighborhoods
and turned its restaurant into a school
canteen, offering free school meals for
students during the holidays. Firstsite
also brought hope and creativity to
children and their families during
the pandemic with The Great Big
Art Exhibition, which encouraged
members of the local community to
create their own works of art to be
hung in the museum’s windows.
Firstsite has gone through drastic
changes over the past couple of years, but
only truly solidified its place in the art
museum world during the pandemic,
when it became renowned for its
philanthropic efforts. As The Guardian
explains, in 2015, 
Firstsite was “in

PHOTO COURTESY OF BBC

crisis mode after Arts Council England
removed it from the national portfolio,
instead offering a year-by-year funding
deal.” This change put Firstsite at
great risk of losing substantial funds.
Despite this setback, Firstsite
returned to the national portfolio
in 2018 under new leadership. The
museum’s Director, Sally Shaw, was
crucial in this turnaround. Shaw
dedicated her time and expertise
to showcase the museum’s unique
attributes and purpose. Upon hearing
that Firstsite would be returning to the
national portfolio, she remarked how
she was “incredibly proud to be the
director” of the museum. “We do two
things at Firstsite, we work with some
incredible artists and simultaneously

we work with some extraordinary
c o m m u n i t i e s , ” a d d e d S h a w.
As The Art Newspaper details, a
£100,000 prize, the largest possible
award, was granted to the museum
because “at their core is powerful,
engaged contemporary art, housed in
a gallery that gives space for everyone,
from artists to NHS staff to local
families and refugee groups.” The
paper also quotes Jenny Waldman,
sharing that “the Art Fund director
and chair of the judging panel”
said that the honor was given to the
museum for being an “outstanding
example of innovation and integrity.”
Evidently, Firstsite has gone above and
beyond helping others, proving that it
is so much more than an art museum.

Indeed, Firstsite truly exemplifies
the purpose of art: to bring people
together. Unlike many other museums,
it prioritizes establishing connections
between its community and its
artists. Firstsite’s size also contributes
to the creation of this tight-knit
community. Indeed, at the very core
of this museum is the goal of serving
the local community and igniting
hope among its people. Firstsite
demonstrates not only the power of
art, but also the importance of helping
others, which is often forgotten in
the craziness of today’s world. The
impact of their contributions proves
that no small deed goes unnoticed.
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Looking Back: 10 Years of New Girl
The Hit Show’s Enduring Popularity and Relevance
by Madison Palmieri ’22
A&E Co-Editor
TELEVISION
Ten years ago this month, New Girl premiered
on Fox. At the time, little did the cast and
viewers alike know that the show would become
a cultural phenomenon, span seven seasons,
earn countless award nominations and wins,
and accumulate millions of fans along the way.
The sitcom revolves around a newly single,
quirky teacher, Jessica “Jess” Day (Zooey Deschanel)
who moves into a Los Angeles loft with three male
roommates: Nick (Jake Johnson), Schmidt (Max
Greenfield), and Winston (Lamorne Morris). Other
featured characters include Jess’ lifelong best friend
and supermodel Cece (Hannah Simone) and onand-off roommate Coach (Damon Wayans, Jr.).
During the show’s seven-year run, some dubbed
it the “Friends of the 2010s.” They pointed out
the similarities between the two sitcoms, such
as their six-person main casts, apartment-based
setting, and location in two of the largest cities
in America. The two shows also share plenty of
relationship drama and heartfelt moments, and
both follow their characters as they go from single
20-somethings to more mature adults beginning
the process of settling down and starting families.
While this comparison is certainly valid, it’s also
important to acknowledge the ways in which New
Girl differs from Friends and other, more recent
sitcoms from the 2000s such as How I Met Your Mother.
One major distinction is that New Girl does a
particularly good job of addressing contemporary,
real-life problems. Throughout the series’ seven
seasons, the various characters navigate racial
and cultural issues. For example, when Winston,
a black man, becomes a police officer, he struggles
to tell the truth about his occupation to an anti-

police romantic partner. Additionally, Cece,
who comes from a traditional Indian family,
must grapple with her family’s expectations for
her and what she wants for herself. Ultimately,
this means leaving her Indian fiancé at the altar
and (spoiler alert) marrying Schmidt instead.
During its run, New Girl received numerous
award nominations and wins. The series won the
2011 Critics’ Choice Television Award for Most
Exciting New Series, and Deschanel received the
Critics’ Choice Best Actress in a Comedy Series
Award that same year. In 2012, Simone received
the Teen Choice Award for Choice TV Breakout
Star. Notable nominations include nearly half a
dozen nods at the 2012 Primetime Emmys and
several nods at the 2012 and 2014 Golden Globes.
The show also welcomed numerous memorable
guest stars, including Jamie Lee Curtis as Jess’

mother and Olivia Rodrigo as one of her students.
The two most memorable guest appearances,
however, were Prince and Taylor Swift.
In a less-than-plausible scenario, the gang finds
themselves at a party at Prince’s house, leading up
to a cameo from the late legendary musician himself.
Even more surprising was Swift’s appearance.
She popped up as a guest at Cece’s traditional
Indian wedding, interrupting the ceremony to
profess her love for the groom in a moment
likely intentionally parodying her hit song
“Speak Now” from the album of the same name.
Whether you’re a first-time viewer or looking to
rewatch this heartwarming series, there’s no better time
than now. Celebrate New Girl’s 10th anniversary by
reliving all the laugh-out-loud moments, memorable
one-liners, and uniquely 2010s quirks by streaming
the show on Netflix or renting it on other services.

PHOTO COURTESY OF WIKIPEDIA

The cast of New Girl. From left to right: Hannah Simone, Lamorne Morris, Jake Johnaon, Zooey Deschanel, and Max Greenfield.

LEGO Partners with Queer Eye

Toymaker to Create Figures and Set Inspired by the Hit TV Show
by Nikki Idelson ’22
A&E Staff
TELEVISION

PHOTO COURTESY OF LEGO.COM

A first look at the official Queer Eye LEGO set, available Oct. 1.

The famous toy company LEGO is making
LGBTQ+ history: on Sept. 14, they announced
that they will be collaborating with the cast of
the hit American television show, Queer Eye.
For those who are unfamiliar with the series,
according to Insider, it “stars Tan France,
Jonathan Van Ness, Antoni Porowski, Karamo
Brown, and Bobby Berk, who have taken the
world by storm, teaching viewers how to cuff
their sleeves, apply green concealer, and learn
to love and accept yourself for who you are.”

As The Guardian explains, the show’s five cast
members offer guests a “whole-life makeover, from
style, to interiors, grooming and cooking.” However,
the cast goes far beyond this external makeover by
helping to instill confidence and self-love in those
who come on the show. The ultimate goal is that these
guests leave feeling empowered to create and live their
best lives. The cast members, who also host the show,
help these individuals that appear on the series—who
they refer to as “heroes”—learn to accept themselves.
According to LEGO, this dedication to helping
everyone love themselves for who they are is one

of the main reasons why the toy company wanted
to partner with Queer Eye to create LEGO figurines
of the five cast members as well as an official Queer
Eye set. In a statement, LEGO applauded how each
episode of Queer Eye features a different “hero” “who
learns different skills and perspectives from each of
the Fab Five which helps rebuild their confidence and
has a positive, lasting impact on their lives.” The toy
company explained how these “heroes,” as well as
the cast members, have become an inspiration for fans
who are able to see that they can be their own heroes
and find confidence and self-love within themselves.
Per LEGO’s website, the LEGO Queer Eye set
will be “launched October 1st, with 974 pieces, and
include mini-figure versions of Jonathan Van Ness,
Tan France, Karamo Brown, Bobby Berk, Antoni
Porowski, and the show’s loveable dog, Bruley.”
Notably, the set’s design is true to life. According
to NBC News, the set will be a model of “their
original Atlanta loft,” recreating the location
“from Season 1 and 2 of the show.” The set “is
packed with authentic details—including the iconic
‘STYLE, TASTE, CLASS’ sign—and accessories
to highlight each of the Fab Five’s talents.”
In the past year, LEGO has become increasingly
progressive by making room for representation of the
LGBTQ+ community in its diverse array of product
offerings. According to NBC News, LEGO “kicked off
Pride Month with a rainbow set, called “Everyone Is
Awesome,” which is the first time in the company’s
72-year history that it released an official LGBTQ
Pride set.” This burst in LGBTQ+ representation
in LEGO has made waves due to the fact that both
children and adults will now be able to see more
inclusion in toys. For those who are fans of the show,
LEGO, or both, make sure to check out LEGO.com
or a local retailer on Oct. 1 to snag this new set!
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LILLIE HUNTER ’22/ THE COWL

ABOVE: Cole Dewhurst ’25 passes the ball in the Big East
home opener on Saturday, Sept. 25. The Friars defeated
Xavier University 3-2 on Chapey Field, making this PC’s
four-game win streak.
ABOVE RIGHT: Elizabeth Heller ’22 browses prints and
posters at the the Providence Flea Market on Sunday,
Sept. 26. Local shoppers can purchase vintage artwork on
Sunday mornings in Downtown Providence.

MAYA MIGNANO ’22/ THE COWL

ABOVE: Grace Stuart ’23, Christina Coukos ’23, and Grace
McSweeney ’22 are pictured making and decorating
their own piñatas. Board of Programmers hosted
“Personal Piñatas” on Sunday, Sept. 26 in Slavin Center.
RIGHT: Vannelie Melendez ’23 is pictured serving in
the PC Invitational that was held on Saturday, Sept. 25.
The PC Women’s Tennis Team hosted the invitational
against the Bryant University Bulldogs.
ISABELLA BAFFONI ’23/ THE COWL

Photos compiled by Isabella Baffoni ’23, Photography Editor
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What is your favorite thing about fall?

“The weather & decorations.”
Ella McGillicuddy ’25

“Cold weather and crisp air.”
Max Tjhi ’24

“Changing wardrobes & the leaves changing color.”
Dylan McMorrow ’24 & Charlie Feinstein ’24

“The fall fair in my hometown.”
Adriana Jimenez ’23

“Baking fall treats.”
Renee Phommachanh ’23

“Wearing sweaters and pants.”
Patrick Reardon ’23

“Picking the perfect pumpkin.”
- Linus Van Pelt
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Created using the Crossword Maker on TheTeachersCorner.net

Across

Down

3. This is the name of a cold vegetable soup popular in
Spain and Portugal.
8. This was the first food to ever be consumed in space.
10. The world record holder for the most hot dogs eaten
in ten minutes with 76, breaking his previous record this
past July.
13. This is the nickname of Buddy Valastro, owner of
Carlo’s Bakery and star of the popular TLC show about
his bakery.
16. This candy is a dentist’s worst nightmare but was
created by one.

Last Week’s Answers
Across

DOWN

2. Go, Cubs, Go
4. Lady Gaga
5. kelly clarkson
6. katy perry
7. elvis
8. anaclastic
10. michigan
11. the beatles
14. old town road

1. drake
3. stairway to heaven
7. ed sheeran
9. shallow
12. ohio
13. donda

1. These were the first ever vegetables planted in space.
2. Has been the top-rated fast food restaurant for seven
straight years according to the American Customer
Satisfaction Index.
4. This candy is named after the German word
pfefferminz.
5. The host of the popular show Diners, Drive-Ins and
Dives who coined the saying “Flavortown.”
6. If this fruit is fresh and thrown on the ground it will
bounce back to you.
7. This fruit-flavored cereal consists of six colors that all
taste exactly the same.
9. Kennett Square, otherwise known as the mushroom
capital of the world, is located in this U.S. state.
11. According to Google, this is the most popular type of
donut at Dunkin’.
12. In the 17th century this food was used as a symbol of
love in a Swiss royal wedding.
14. This U.S. state is known as the Potato State.
15. In 2018 there were 182 million metric tons of this fruit
made, making it the most produced fruit of the year.

Riddle Answers:
What kind of band doesn’t play music? A rubber band
Why do fish make such good musicians? Because they know their scales
What is a skeleton’s favorite instrument? The trombone
What is a balloon’s least favorite kind of music? Pop

Created with the Combined Brain Power of The Puzzler ’23, The Riddler ’23, and The Brain Blaster ’23
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Don’t Sit Down, I’ve Moved Your Chair
by Fiona Clarke ’23
Portfolio Staﬀ
CREATIVE NONFICTION

One of the many
pieces of furniture
I remember from
childhood was
something we
called “the electric
chair.” The electric
chair was a big
wooden chair with
ﬂat wooden arms
(deﬁnitely not armrests), a straight wooden back,
and a ratty white seat cushion
that must have been stuﬀed
with nails, bolts, bones, and
stale corn nuts. I don't know
which of my siblings, brimming with the humor of the
gallows and other methods
of state-sanctioned execution, gave this chair its name,
nor do I know why we kept
this chair for so long, unless my parents thought it
would serve as a reminder to
their children of what would
befall us if we didn't mend
our ways—“Son, if you keep
dangling your brother oﬀ the
roof…” accompanied by a
meaningful glance.
As a kid, well-loved by
those parents, I had a liking
for the electric chair because
it looked like a chair in which
the god-awful grownups
would make the bright, pleasant child sit in the many
books of that type that I’d
read—Dickens’ novels, Jane
Eyre, Molesworth, Anne of Green
Gables, A Series of Unfortunate
Events, and, most importantly,
the stories of Roald Dahl. With
the electric chair in my peripheral view, I devised escapes
out of the orphanages, asylums, and weird, grim houses
of weird, grim aunts and
uncles where I was for some
reason convinced that some
sad happenstance would one
day land me. Happily, my parents never died mysteriously,
and they eventually got rid of
the electric chair. Today in my
family’s house there is not one
single bad chair. Now there’s a
place to call a home.

Someone who gives
you a good chair
has become a
worthy candidate
for your trust
and respect.
Now don’t be
stupid and
fall at the feet
of the next
person who offers you a good chair. A good
chair can trap a ﬂy better than
honey, and the devil prowls
around like a roaring lion,
seeking someone to devour.
Be wary of administrators and
professors with bad chairs
in their oﬃces. (Actually, be
wary of administrators no
matter what.) If you walk in
and see that they have only a
meager plastic chair ﬁlched
from a classroom, or a cardboard box reinforced with
packing tape, or a gas can
with gas in it, be on guard.
Someone who gives you a
bad chair isn’t thereby a bad
person, or bad at their job,
or bad at conversation, but it
bodes ill. You can sit in a bad
chair to have a conversation
with someone with whom you
already have a good relationship, but a bad chair is a rocky
way to begin.
A good chair is like small
talk. It lays a foundation. It
grounds you. And this, boys
and girls, is why “I hate small
talk” is one of the most meanspirited, pretentious lines to
ever spout forth from a human mouth. It’s a line that
shoots the conversation right
in the foot, and now you’ve
really only got two options: (1)
Meekly agree, sweating under
the glare of this bright intellectual bulb, graced with the vision to see our wretched ways
for the wretched ways they
are, and hope you don’t insult
their immense intelligence any
further by doing something
absolutely asinine like smiling at a baby. (2) Beat them at
their own game. If you hate

small talk, you’ll love “What
was the worst day of
your life?” and other
such invasive questions—or maybe
small talk will start
to look a little better. These big brains’
misconception here
is that “small talk”
is for small minds,
the stuﬀ on which braying,
kicking, spitting jackasses
chew, that it is inherently
and inevitably shallow. And
sure, if someone is unwilling
to make or seems incapable
of making conversation that
touches upon anything more
substantial than the color of
the sky, that would seem to
suggest that his or her thinking runs only skin-deep. But
that’s just bad small talk, or
being bad at small talk, and
often what people mean by
“I hate small talk” is “small
talk makes me uncomfortable
because I’m bad at it.” That’s
something I can get behind.
Small talk can be a mineﬁeld,
and I am always convinced
that I have unintentionally
insulted everyone and their
grandmother. It might seem
that such a thing would be difﬁcult to do while answering
a question about the weather,
but I am nonetheless positive
that I have done it. Oddly
enough, the more superﬁcial
the topic, the more ﬁrmly will
I be persuaded that I have said
something either unpardonably oﬀensive or outrageously
bizarre. But if we’re talking
about my favorite combinations of sandwich ingredients,
which is a deep and profound
matter worthy of twelve hundred words any day, I never
walk away wondering whether I have accidentally implied
that someone has a face like a
piece of well-fried spam. So on
my own part, somewhere between “Where are you from?”
and “What was the worst day
of your life?” is the sweet spot,

but when in
doubt, keep it
small.
But by small
I don’t mean
shallow. I certainly don’t
think people
should be
shallow. I
think being shallow is one of the mortal
sins of social life. (The song
“Shallow” by Lady Gaga and
Bradley Cooper is all right,
though.) Good small talk isn’t
shallow. Good small talk is
just about everyday things,
and because we all live every day in our everyday affairs and with our everyday
thoughts, even (maybe even
especially) our closest relationships need that dose
of everyday things. Good
small talk knows its place,
in the awkwardly shaped
crevices between strangers
and acquaintances and in the
little wrinkles between close
friends and spouses. We need
small talk like we need good
chairs. We need its cushioning
eﬀect on our conversational
tailbones.
All well and good, but as
any fool knows, the reality
is often an interruption, an
inconvenience, an annoyance,
an obscenely friendly elbow
jabbed into your ribs, not just
a ﬁnger but a ham ﬁst shoved
into your own personal pie.
Many days I wake up with
what Flannery O’Connor calls
a “you-leave-me-alone-or-I’llbite-you complex,” and on
those days pure pigheadedness sticks me to my principles on this matter. But thankfully, I don’t have to enjoy it
to be convinced that small talk
is worthwhile, maybe even a
necessary layer of grease on
the wheel. Without these tiny
little collisions, we might end
up just ﬂoating.
PHOTO COURTESY OF PIXABAY.COM
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Smoking is a Bourgeois Concept
Snow wrapped Manhattan in a thick blanket of white.
Floating ﬂakes latched onto my
brown coat as I walked across
the street to Fifth Avenue. The
coat belonged to my Aunt
Esma, whose unique eye color
I inherited. Walker, a ghost
from my past, once described
my eyes as the color of a pond
being struck by lightning,
although government oﬃcials
simply recognized them as the
color blue on my identiﬁcation
forms. Walker and I met for
the ﬁrst time sophomore year
of high school on the day of
Thanksgiving in Central Park. A
place that collected pieces of my
scraped knees and strangers’
cigarette buds. A place where
you could hear the echoing
music from ice cream machines
and the faint cries of irritated
and sweaty children coming
from every direction.
I don’t remember why, but
I was angry the day that we
met. I stole my father’s pack of
Camel Lights in a moment of
retaliation, and left the house
before my Aunt Esma arrived
with the turkey. Wide-eyed
tourists waiting for the parade
clogged up crosswalks, and
fallen leaves buried the streets
in a sea of gold. Believing I
had escaped the suﬀocation of
people, I had just begun to light
a cigarette when a voice startled
me by the park’s Alice in Wonderland Statue, saying,
“Smoking is a bourgeois
concept made up by the government in order to control the

by Taylor Maguire ’24
Portfolio Staﬀ
FICTION

population, so therefore I cannot support this vice of yours.”
Up until then, Walker was a
walking myth to me at school.
One that occasionally sported
sprinkles of acne along his
forehead, and had a poor attendance in anatomy class. The
thing about Walker was that he
was pigeonholed to his mother’s image, and everyone feared
him. He ate alone at lunch, but
was smothered at Upper East
Side parties by the knockoﬀ
Marilyn
Monroes
of our
grade.
Walker
had
brown locks
of curls with
matching doe eyes.
He wore forest
green converse
and oversized
navy blue crewnecks.
“When I
smoke I feel like
a
character from Slyvia Plath’s
imagination,” I replied back.
“Didn’t she kill herself?”
Walker retorted.
“She stuck her head in an
oven,” I replied dryly.
The comforting hands of our
high school seemed to weave
us together after that encounter. The friendship continued
to grow after he sat next to me
in Dr. Sabol’s English class.
We spent summers together

sleeping on twin mattresses at
his beach house, arms and legs
mangled under goose feather
duvets. We peeled sunburned
skin oﬀ each other's backs, and
swapped secrets as if they were
the rarest form of currency.
When the Thanksgiving of our
senior year arrived, Walker had
bought us a pack of cigarettes at
a nearby bodega and took me to
the Great Lawn.
“You never smoke,” I said to
him that day.
“No,
but this is a
special day
because
this is the
day where
we discover
which
college
will
be taking
you away
from me.” He
said it quite
seriously. The
only
thing I could do
was let him light the cigarette
that dangled from my lips.
“I’m not going anywhere.
We’ll stay friends while we’re at
school. Did you decide where
you wanted to go to college?” I
replied.
“Oh please, don’t act coy. My
mother’s life plan for me is very
limited. Starts with me attending one of the Ivy Leagues and
ends with me living amongst the
people who worship their mun-

dane jobs, their towheaded
children, and their Toyotas
with extra gas mileage,” he
said spitefully.
“You don’t have to do any
of that, you know,” I reminded
him. He lit his own cigarette
and looked back at me.
“It’s easier said than done.
Your accomplishments stem
from your very own elbow
grease. Mine are mirrored by
my family’s name. I’m merely
a shadow of their achievements.” Neither of us spoke
more about the subject that
day. Walker slipped in and out
of my life much like a feral cat
who invades every home it
charms its way into. We wrote
letters to each other for a while,
but soon I stopped seeing my
name written in his handwriting on baby blue envelopes. I
forgot about him completely
until I saw his mother’s name
in the newspaper last week
under the obituary section.
His photograph was projected
right beside it, where he stood
beside his towheaded children
who he mentioned with such
contempt years before. He has
wrinkles now, his bright doe
eyes have become jaded, and
his mounds of brown curls
include waves of gray.
I light a Camel Light now,
walking by the Alice in Wonderland statue while Lewis Carroll’s characters continue to be
buried under spools of snow.
The park suddenly falls into a
deep silence as the landmarks
of my childhood freeze over.
PHOTO COUTESY OF PIXABAY.COM

Divorce
by Anna Pomeroy ’23
Portfolio Staﬀ
POETRY

I never liked hearing the truth.
It always scared me because
I would fear the worst
As the words slipped out of their mouths
With no point of return.
At age four, it was a struggle
For my parents to tell me they were getting
a divorce.
Sitting me down, their voices were hushed
By my shouts—
“No talking!”
I’d state demandingly
Thinking that if I were to not
Hear those words—
Those words that would eventually carry on with me through life—
It wouldn’t have to happen.
PHOTO COUTESY OF PIXABAY.COM
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by Max Gilman ’25
Portfolio Staﬀ
POETRY

Heat grew over the paint-stroked sky,
He looked up, his gaze meeting light blue heavens,
His leg could be heard dragging from miles away,
Hours passed as he made his way, slowly, through the sea of ruptured stone,
How many of these stones must have been broken down to create the liquid ground,
Having been maltreated, his time was slowly dissipating by the second,
His trail, manifested from the blood spilt out the wound,
Hills stretched as if to mock the triﬂing size of man,
Hammering thoughts pounded the forefront of his mind,
Heroic steps continued, leisurely, yet antagonizing,
Hard hands strike the desert’s shifting sand, ceding control, he keels over with disdain,
He looks up, his gaze meeting light blue heavens,
Hark, a sound exerts itself throughout the barren sands cape,
Then, came the seductress, void of life, then came the cease of suﬀering, then, the ﬁnal breath,
With red, the man painted, through death, an artist of blood,
A young boy enters the shattering wind’s domain,
Noticing the painted ground, the red sand.
PHOTO COUTESY OF PEXELS.COM

stranger on a plane
by Marelle Hipolito ’22
Portfolio Staﬀ
POETRY

ﬂight delayed, NYC heavy rains
“sit tight,” the pilot said.
I sit tight and look out the window
It’s a cloudy night
I sit tight and look at the people in the seats around me
Business suit, foot tapping anxiously
Khaki shorts, humming a song softly
And just like me, you wore ripped jeans.
one hour of sitting tight under the heavy rain
the pilot says: “never mind…we gotta deplane!
come back to the gate in another hour
hopefully by then it’s just light showers”
We all stand up, and I see your face

In the center of dark straight hair
Eyes dark from sitting tight
We all exit the gate and go our separate ways.
Yet somehow you and I go to the same restaurant, tables 7 & 8
Ten minutes later, after you order and then I do
We hear over the microphone: “everyone, the weather cleared up! Come back to gate 2!”
You and I look at each other, down our drinks and take our food to go
And we both go sprinting to the gate, to board & go to diﬀerent homes
Once we are seated, between the business suit and the khaki shorts
We look at each other, laugh and smile, and then we ﬂy.
Once we land, before I noticed, I lose you at baggage claim
Oh stranger wearing ripped jeans on the plane
I can’t wait to tell this story, I wish I got your name
PHOTO COUTESY OF PEXELS.COM
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Parking Passes: But at
What Cost?

Tiffany &
Earl

by Kathryn Libertini ’23
Portfolio Staﬀ

Making PC an emotionally stable
place one letter at a time

SATIRE

This week, when walking
through the Fennel parking
lot, I witnessed a black Jeep
getting towed. Behind it, a
student, presumably on the
phone with a fellow student,
exclaimed, “Bro they’re towing
my car right now, my parents
are gonna kill me. What? Yeah,
I had tickets. No, I didn’t pay
them. My boys told me you
don’t actually have to pay
them. This is going to drain
my weekend funds.” As I
continued walking, I noticed
several orange boots and even
more green tickets stuck to
windshields.
Few people that have driven
their cars on campus have
been exempt from at least
one ticket. A junior student
explained that they lost “the
lottery” and really needs their
car to “go to Starbucks” and
“do other stuﬀ” too. Another
student chimed in, raising the
point that “all upperclassmen
should be allowed to have their
cars on campus. I get that it’s a
small campus and there’s not,
like, a ton of spots, but it’s not

fair that I have to rely on my
roommate’s boyfriend’s 2006
Subaru to get around.”
Upon further investigation,
many students seem to hold
qualms about parking on
campus. I overheard a group of
students talking at Ray during
the lunch rush on Chicken
Nugget Thursday, one saying,
“I have to keep moving my
car to avoid getting tickets. I
set an alarm for 2:30 AM to go
move it from behind Smith to
the parking garage to avoid
one. Sometimes I have to hike
from behind Schneider back
to Mal Brown.” To which a
friend responded, “Yeah, it’s
mad annoying. I went to use
my roommate’s car to go a
quarter-mile to grab laundry
detergent at CVS, and it had
a boot on it. I just ended up
buying it on Amazon but,
like, still lowkey annoying.”
So it seems that despite the
constant repercussions felt
by students in the form of
parking tickets, boots, and
even towing, students remain
steadfast in their commitment

Listomania*

to convenience.
I decided to sit down with
an oﬃcial source to really get a
grasp on the situation. I asked
the source: “Is it possible to get
more parking passes available
to students?” The source
replied, “No.” I followed
up, persistent, “Perhaps
upperclassmen students that
don’t win the lottery could
then pay for a parking pass?
That way fewer students get
ticketed and other students
don’t sneak their cars on
campus as often.”
“The lottery passes already
cost $200 for the year.”
This marked the end of my
investigation. For students
with cars, the problem is large
and the solutions are few,
and frankly, I continue to see
ﬂashes of orange and green
throughout campus parking
lots and garages. Oh, and one
last thing, I have never noticed
a full parking lot. For real
though, could they really not
spare a few extra passes?
PHOTOS COURTESY OF PIXABAY.COM

Weirdest Reasons Why People Get Fined
• Breaking a ceiling tile (and bringing it outside for
some reason)
• Pulling the fire alarm as a social experiment
• Opening the emergency door to throw out a beer
bottle
• Opening the emergency door to sneak friends in
• Breaking the dryer door
• Stealing a COVID sign
• Breaking into the telephone and data room
• Making a fun game out of knocking down the exit
signs
• Stealing the soap dispensers (at least you’ll be
clean)
• Stealing shower curtains (seriously, why?)
• Playing real-life Mario Kart with the move-in carts
• Setting off a smoke alarm because you burned
microwave popcorn
*Listomania and Tiﬀany & Earl are both satirical pieces that do not reﬂect the views of Providence College or The Cowl.

Dear Tiﬀ and Earl,
Rumor has it that Jack Harlow
is performing at Late Night
Madness this year. How do
I secure front row seats, and
how do I also secure Jack
Harlow?
Sincerely,
Jack Harlow’s (Industry) Baby
Dear Jack Harlow’s Baby,
Step one: purchase a ticket
and a grappling hook. Step
two: research as necessary
to devise an airproof fake
identity. Allow me to
recommend the guise of Jack
Harlow’s mother, who misses
her darling son with all of
her tender heart. Step three:
have a snarling, slobbering
ﬁt at the entrance to Late
Night Madness and explain
through your sobs that there
has been a terrible mistake
and you were supposed to
surprise your baby boy in
the front row. Show baby
pictures, maybe a lock of hair
and a tooth. (Everyone trusts
a mother with a tooth.) Once
you’re in the front row, use
your grappling hook to secure
the package.
Cheers!

Tiff

Dear Jack Harlow’s (Industry)
Baby,
To answer your ﬁrst question,
there are two possible ways
to get front row seats at Late
Night Madness. The ﬁrst is
to enter the arena, Hunger
Games-style, prepared to
ﬁght everyone from the men’s
basketball team to Dean
Sears for that privilege. The
second way to do so would
be to bribe The Cowl’s Arts
& Entertainment editors into
giving you a ticket. Rumor
has it that they accept bribes
in the form of cash, candy, or
Taylor Swift merchandise. To
answer your second question,
if by secure you mean steal,
then Hunger Games-style
combat should again do the
trick. If you mean romance,
keep on dreaming.
May the odds be
ever in your favor,

Earl

Sports
Sports
Shorts

Interview With Big East Offensive Player of the Week Davis Smith
by Justin Bishop ’24
Sports Staff

SPORTS SHORTS

MEN’S SOCCER

The Providence College Men’s Soccer
Team earned a spot in the United Soccer
Coaches Poll on Tuesday, Sept. 21,
coming in at no. 24 in the weekly Top
25 National Rankings for Men’s Soccer.
Since then, the team extended their win
streak to four games with a 3-0 win over
Brown University on Wednesday, Sept.
22 and a 3-2 win over Xavier University
on Saturday, Sept. 25. Davis Smith ‘21
continued to impress against Xavier,
scoring on a header and dishing out an
assist in the contest. Smith was named
the Big East Offensive Player of the
Week for the second time this season
on Monday, Sept. 20. Men’s Soccer
looks to continue their winning streak
this Saturday, Oct. 2 as they travel to
Marquette University.
Women’s Soccer
The Providence College Women’s
Soccer Team brought their record to 6-31 this week, splitting the games with
one win and one loss. The team forced
overtime in both games this week,
ultimately losing 1-0 against Xavier
University on Thursday, Sept.23 and
shutting out Creighton University 1-0 on
Sunday, Sept. 26. Emma Bodner ‘24 won
the Big East Goalkeeper of the Week on
Monday, Sept. 20, putting up eight saves
against Brown University on Thursday,
Sept.16. Bodner continued her strong
play from the net with eight more saves
this past week. Women’s Soccer will be
traveling to No. 25 ranked Georgetown
University on Sunday, Oct. 3 to take on
the Hoyas.
Volleyball
The Providence College Women’s
Volleyball Team faced two tough
conference matchups this past week,
losing 3-2 to Xavier University on Friday,
Sept. 24 and 3 - 0 to Butler University on
Saturday, Sept. 25. The team registered
43 kills on 133 total attacks, 65 digs, and
39 assists in the game against Butler.
Their record now sits at 12-3 on the year.
Women’s Volleyball looks to rebound
with two more Big East Conference
matchups this upcoming week. They
face Seton Hall University on Friday,
Oct. 1 and St. John’s University on
Saturday, Oct. 2.
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Men’s Soccer Excitement for Things to Come

by Stephen Foster ’22
Sports Staff

Men’s Soccer

Page 18

The Providence College Men’s Soccer
team has been competing at a high level
all season, which has earned them the
No. 24 team ranking in the entire nation.
Moving to 6-1-1 overall and 2-0-0 against
teams in the Big East conference after
beating Xavier 3-2 on Saturday, the team
is looking forward to the next half of the
season.
To recap how the team got here, they
started the season with a 3-0 upset win at
Fordham University, at the time ranked
no. 23. Two goals from midfielder Luis
Garcia ’23, one from graduate student
Davis Smith ‘21, and two saves from
goalkeeper Lukas Burns ’24 were the
keys to the victory. One of Garcia’s goals
was a rocket of a corner kick that the
Rams goalkeeper could not handle and
deflected off him.
The following match against St.
Peter’s was no match at all because the
Friars took care of the Peacocks with a
dominating 6-2 win for the home opener.
Six different Friars scored and Smith
‘21, Kevin Vang ’22, along with Gevork
Diarbian ’24 each had one goal and one
assist in the routing of St. Peter’s. The
combination of the first two games for
Smith earned him the honor of being
named the Big East Offensive Player of
the Week.
After starting out the season with
two straight wins, the team traveled to
Durham, New Hampshire to take on the
then-ranked no. 14 University of New
Hampshire.
The Friars fell to the Wildcats 2-1
where Paulo Lima ’22 cut the lead in half
late in the 86th minute on a penalty kick.
The team showed grit and never gave
up even when they were down two with
less than 15 minutes to play.
The team then went on to tie the
following game against cross-state rival,
the University of Rhode Island, 1-1 with
a goal from Diarbian.
Rough play from both PC and URI,
as one would almost expect in a match
featuring these two rivals, allowed for
the game to get out of the Friars’ control.
Smith received two yellow cards
which kicked him out of the game and
prevented him from playing the next
game as well. There were 10 yellow cards
given out throughout the match, and
URI was at fault for 18 fouls in the game
compared to PC’s 19.
That, however, was not the story of
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Davis Smith 21’GS (above) has been a standout player for the Friars. The 6’7” striker has
contributed 4 goals and 4 assists, using his strenght and skill to dominate opposing defenders.

this game. The real story was the 12 saves
from PC’s sophomore goalkeeper, Burns.
Burns stood on his head and made
saves that even a veteran senior
goalkeeper would have a tough time
making. The sophomore’s performance
in the previous two games, holding the
No. 14 ranked team to only two goals
and making 12 saves on 13 shots against
a cross-state rival, earned him the Big
East Goalkeeper of the Week.
The team has won the past four
games since the tie at URI thanks to two
players who have raised their game to
the next level. These two players are the
aforementioned graduate student out of
Amherst, MA, Davis Smith, and Brendan
McSorley ’24 out of Randolph, NJ.
Both Smith and McSorley are huge
offensive components of the team.
McSorley leads the team in goals and
points, and Smith leads the team with
four assists and is second in goals and
points. However, Smith holds all these
statistics while playing one fewer game
than McSorley, which earned him the
title of Big East Offensive Player of the
Week this past week for a second time
this season.
I was able to sit down with the now
two-time Big East Offensive Player of the
Week on Thursday to get an inside look
on how well the team has felt so far and
to get some insight into how they are
preparing for the rest of the season.
Davis Smith ‘21 transferred from the

Field Hockey
The Providence College Field Hockey
Team brought their record to an even 5-5
this past week. Four of their five losses
this season have come against teams
ranked in the Top-25 national poll. The
team lost to No. 20-ranked Monmouth
University on Sunday, Sept. 19 and No.
22-ranked University of Massachusetts
Amherst on Sunday, Sept. 26, but fought
well to pull out a tough conference win
against Georgetown University, winning
2-1 on Friday, Sept. 24. This upcoming
week, Field Hockey will face off against
University of Connecticut on Friday,
Oct. 1 and Virginia Commonwealth
University on Sunday, Oct. 3.

PHOTO COURTESY OF PC ATHLETICS

The Friars are 6-1-1 heading into a weekend game and their second Big East matchup at
Marquette University. The team will host #1 Georgetown University on Oct. 13.

University of Massachusetts Amherst
two years ago to PC. When asked about
the biggest change when arriving in the
Big East from the Atlantic 10, Smith said,
“The pace of play is definitely faster and
the quality of the players around me
are [sic] a lot better than when I was at
UMass.”
Smith ‘22 mentioned that he struggled
to adapt to how fast the game had become
after playing in the Atlantic 10. He said
that he used the COVID-19-shortened
season to train with his brother down in
Texas and grinded every day, trying to
make himself better.
The training seems to have paid off
with the way he affects and produces in
every game in which he plays. Davis said
that it is nice to have recognition, referring
to being ranked no. 24 in the country and
his personal accolades. However, that is
not the goal of this season, he says.
“The goal of this season (right now)
is to win the Big East regular season and
the Big East tournament,” says Smith.
“We have just as good a team, if not
better than the 2019 team and I think we
can really go far.”
The 2019 team, at the end of the season,
was ranked no. 14 in the nation and went
to the Sweet 16 round of the NCAA
tournament before a heartbreaking onegoal loss to no. 2-ranked Clemson.
Smith said the team only looks to
the upcoming game and not down the
road, but he revealed excitement for the
Georgetown game at home on Oct. 13.
Not only is it a matchup of the top two
teams in the conference, but Georgetown
is ranked no. 1 in the nation as of Sept. 26.
Smith also praised the play of his
goalkeeper Lukas Burns, saying that
Burns’ Goalkeeper of the Week award
was well deserved and that Smith knows
his teammate will keep playing at a high
level.
He also commented on how well
Brendan McSorley has been playing and
hopes they can keep the momentum
going as they only play Big East teams
for the rest of the season. “Every game
in the Big East is a grind and there is no
reason why we can’t beat any team in the
country,” Smith says.
The Friars resume playing at
Marquette University in Milwaukee on
Friday, Oct. 2.

SPORTS

September 30, 2021

The Cowl 19

Providence College Investigates: NBA
Should the NBA Logo Be Changed?

Yes, There’s A Better Choice
The NBA’s logo is one of the most, if
not the most, recognizable logos in the
world of professional sports.
The NBA has kept the same logo
for upwards of 50 years since it was
originally established. The logo famously
consists of a silhouette of Jerry West, an
NBA All-Star guard for the Los Angeles
Lakers throughout the 1960s and early
1970s.
Although the NBA has never publicly
acknowledged that West is the logo, it is
common knowledge that it is West who
is represented in the iconic silhouette.
One would think that being the logo of
the sport they played professionally is
one of the highest honors that could be
bestowed upon them.
West has publicly stated that, although
he is honored to be depicted in the logo, it
also embarrasses him to some extent.
In recent years, West has even gone as
far as to advocate for the NBA to change
the logo.
The game today is almost
unrecognizable from the game that was
played in the 1960s; there was not even
a three-point line yet when the logo was
instituted back in 1969. The NBA deserves
a logo that evolves with the game and
that can more accurately represent the
spirit of today’s game.
Since West’s retirement in 1974, there
have been countless players who have
made a profound impact on the NBA,
providing a wealth of options to choose
from. Michael Jordan, Kareem AbdulJabbar, and LeBron James are just a few

of the players who have left a remarkable
impact on the NBA.
One player, however, may be even
better suited to become the new face of
the NBA: Kobe Bryant.
Bryant played for the Los Angeles
Lakers for the duration of his 20-year
career in the NBA. Throughout his
career he racked up countless individual
accolades, including 18 All-Star
appearances, one Most Valuable Player
award, and two years spent atop the
league’s scoring leaderboard.
In addition to his individual
accomplishments, he also led one of the
most successful dynasties the league has
ever seen to five NBA championships.
Bryant has had one of the most storied
NBA careers in the history of the league.
Bryant embodied the loyalty of a true
star, remaining with the Lakers for his
entire playing career. In every aspect of
the game, Bryant’s hardworking nature
was evident, which allowed him to gain
the respect of opponents and become a
fan favorite around the league.
Unfortunately, Bryant died in a tragic
helicopter accident on Jan. 26, 2020. What
better way to honor Bryant than to reward
all the work he put into the league by
memorializing his trademark fadeaway
as the new NBA logo?
-Will Murphy ’23
Sports Staff

No, Keep It the Same
There is no good reason, be it social or
economic, that the NBA should change
their logo.
The narrative that the NBA should
consider this change really began to
pick up steam in the past year since the
passing of NBA legend Kobe Bryant.
Prior to Kobe’s death, the discourse
around altering the logo was not present,
or at least it was not nearly as prominent
as it is now.
I agree that Kobe should be
immortalized; his behavior on and off
the court as well as his impact on the
sport will be forever remembered by fans
and the league; however, changing a logo
is a big deal for a couple of reasons.
Firstly, the NBA logo has been a
symbol of the league for a number of
decades. The NBA as we know it today is
still relatively young and the game never
really exploded in popularity until the
1980s.
Jerry West is the figure on the league’s
current logo. He has been one of the
best guards in league history, one of the
best talent evaluators in league history,
and the face of the Los Angeles Lakers
organization before the “Showtime”
Lakers of the 80’s.
Needless to say, he is an iconic NBA
player and an integral part of league
history. The man nicknamed “The Logo”
has represented the league for years.
The current logo is everywhere: on
NBA video games, apparel, hats—that
is to say, if you own or watch something
NBA-based, you recognize it as the NBA.

If you change that, not only do you
outdate all of those broadcasts and
merchandise, but you have to pay to
replace it all. You also confuse everyone
who has for years associated that specific
image with the league. The fans may not
easily recognize the new logo. Those are
just a couple of good reasons that the
logo shouldn’t be changed.
All in all, there is no justifiable reason
for the NBA to change its logo.
There is no controversy around it, and
it hasn’t become outdated or the cause of
outrage. The logo, an established visual
of the league, doesn’t have to be changed.
The NFL hasn’t changed theirs in the
last couple decades. Neither has the MLB
or NHL, and all of those leagues, you
could argue, have worse logos than the
NBA.
Why change a piece of the league’s
history, a change that may not help the
expansion of the league to fans and could
cost the league extensively financially for
absolutely no good reason?
No, the league should certainly not
change their logo.
-Joseph Quirk ’23
Sports Staff

College Endorsements: What It Means Now for College Athletes
by Ben Bilotti ’23
Sports Staff
COLLEGE SPORTS
On Jun. 30, the NCAA approved a
policy known as names, images, or
likeness (NIL), a deal that will allow
college athletes to profit off their
name, image, and likeness.
The president of the NCAA, Mark
Emmert, was quoted saying, “This
is an important day for college
athletes since they are now able to
take advantage of name, image and
likeness opportunities.”
Since the approval of the policy,
many college athletes all over the
country have profited in some
way or another. Many athletes
are partnering with local small
businesses while others are creating
their own merchandise lines or
getting involved in commercials.
Jackson State defensive end
Antwan Owens was the first to take
advantage of the new policy. As soon
as the clock struck midnight and the
policy was official, Owen signed a
deal with Three Kings Grooming.
Some believe female athletes will
have more chances to profit off of
NIL given many of their impressive
social media followings.
Hanna and Haley Cavinder,
known as the Cavinder twins, are a
perfect example of female athletes
who have a major opportunity to
make the most of the NIL policy.
Across TikTok and Instagram,
the twins collectively have over 3.8
million followers. They have since

been able to partner with Boost
Mobile and Six Star Pro Nutrition.
LSU gymnast Olivia Dunne
is another female athlete who is
expected to make a lot of money
from the NIL rule changes.
She has 4.4 million followers on
TikTok and 1.3 million on Instagram.
Dunne is likely going to earn more
compensation than any other athlete.
In August, Dunne signed to
be represented by WME Sports.
Not long after, on Sept. 14, she
announced her first NIL Brand Deal
with an activewear company, Vuori,
with whom she will take part in
marketing campaigns over the next
two years.
The
Vuori
deal
includes
promotional photoshoots, social
media takeovers, and in-person
events. It is rumored that the deal
is in the “mid six-figures.” Many
believe Dunne will be the first
student-athlete to reach $1 million
in NIL deals.
Providence College is doing their
part to help student-athletes reach
their full earning potential.
On Aug. 8, the Providence College
Athletic
Department
launched
a program to assist athletes
with education, protection, and
monetization of their name, image,
and likeness.
The platform is called AdvantEdge
and is powered by Opendorse.
The platform will be administered
through the Friar Edge student
development program.
PC’s Women’s Basketball head
coach Jim Crowley said, “Our players
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Nate Watson 21’GS (above) has been one of the many NCAA student-athletes to take
advantage of the new rule allowing players to profit off their name, image, and likeness.

will be positioned well in this new
environment with the education
and resources they need to build
their brand and take advantage of
the opportunities that are ahead of
them.”
PC’s Men’s Basketball head coach
Ed Cooley also stated how pleased he
was with the addition of Opendorse.
Providence College Men’s Basketball
center Nate Watson is a studentathlete who is in a great position to
be compensated for his NIL.
Watson has over 51,000 followers
on Instagram and over 680,000
followers
on
TikTok.
Watson
has already partnered with PSD
Underwear and Playmaker. He
has also launched an account on
Cameo where anyone can request a

personalized video from Watson.
The new NIL rule changes are a
huge step in the right direction for
student-athletes.
Even athletes from smaller
schools have the opportunity to
be compensated and partner with
brands.
These partnerships are expected
to be beneficial to both studentathletes and the brands with which
they sign; student-athletes will be
compensated for their hard work
and companies will expand their
name-recognition.
The future is bright for NCAA
athletes.
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A Look
Around
Friartown
Men’s Soccer:
9/22 at Brown University, win 3-0
9/25 vs. Xavier University, win 3-2

Upcoming:
10/2 at Marquette University
10/6 at St. John’s University

Women’s Soccer:
9/23 vs. Xavier University, loss 1-0
9/26 vs. Creighton University, win 1-0

Upcoming:
10/3 at Georgetown University
10/7 at Villanova University
10/10 vs. Marquette University

Women’s Volleyball:
9/24 at Xavier University, loss 3-2
9/25 at Butler University, loss 3-0

Upcoming:
10/1 at Seton Hall University
10/2 at St. John’s University
10/8 vs. Marquette University

SPORTS
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Women’s Club Rugby: A Game Worth Playing
by Luke Sweeney ’24
Sports Staff
CLUB SPORTS
The game of rugby is growing fast here in
America. While in the past it has been a game
mostly dominated on the world stage by Australia,
England, and New Zealand, young Americans
continue to introduce rugby to their communities
and find ways to enjoy the sport.
Providence College is home to a men’s and
women’s club rugby team who are both extremely
competitive in their regular season play.
Senior team captain, Anna LaFortune ’22,
shared her feelings on the upcoming season. She
said, “It’s going to be a big learning curve for a lot
of our newer players this year, but we have a lot of
potential to compete and win matches.”
The team will have a deep bench to work with
this season, as they have 35 players to field a
15-person lineup. In recent years, they have gone
into the season with less than half the amount of
players.
LaFortune also says that there are a good
amount of freshman and first year players that
will need to undergo a learning period .
“The best way to learn the game is to play the
game,” LaFortune claims. She believes that as the
season goes on, the team will improve more and
more as their newer players more experience on
the field.
With only six girls returning from the team

last year, no one is complaining about the larger
but younger roster. LaFortune told me that at one
point during her sophomore season, they only had
13 players on the team, resorting to borrowing
players from opposing teams to be able to field a
full 15.
Rugby is not the best sport to have a short roster,
“not having enough players can be dangerous
because girls are tiring themselves out easier
without substitutions and can get themselves
hurt.”
Head Coach Mike Cox returns to lead the squad
this year. Cox was a former rugby player at Salve
Regina University in Newport, Rhode Island and
coached the men’s rugby team here at PC for many
years in the past.
In 2019, Coach Cox volunteered to sign on
with the women’s team and has created a great
program since then. The coaching staff includes
two other assistant coaches who have experience
playing the game.
LaFortune says that coach Cox will oftentimes
have some of his friends from the rugby
community drop by practices to run drills, give
tips and advice, or practice strategy with the girls.
The regular season for women’s club rugby

runs from September to October with two home
and three away matches scheduled against Bentley
University, Stonehill College, Roger Williams
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Anna LaFortune ’22 is excited to be a veteran on the team and
help the new members of the team settle in.

University, and University of Massachusetts
Lowell. They will play every Saturday during
this season, and LaFortune says that their recent
match against Bentley was the first time the team
has gotten to play since the beginning of the
COVID-19 pandemic.
“It is a really hard game to learn for freshmen
coming in, but everyone can tell that there is so
much athleticism and potential on this year’s
team.” PC lost in a close matchup to Bentley, but
the match was a great experience for a young
team. LaFortune let us know that this is going to
be a great learning year for young players, and she
expects the team to be extremely successful in the
next few years.
During a match there are 15 players on each
team who are broken up between forwards and
backs. The forwards do the brunt of the hitting
and blocking, and the backs try to get themselves
into position to run with the ball and score.
Anna’s position is “Number 8,” arguably the
most important position on the field. The number
eight position is the only forward who has the
ability to pick the ball up out of the scrum and
run with it. Hitting and running ability are crucial
skills when playing this position.
Practice for the women’s club rugby team takes
place three to four times a week, depending on if
there is a match that week or not.
Much like American football, LaFortune says
it can be hard to simulate game-speed scenarios
during a rugby practice because it could lead to
unnecessary injury. Most of the time, practice is
just touch, so you have to be able to turn on a new
level of aggression during game day.
We wish the Women’s club rugby team best of
luck as they embark on their 2021 fall season.
If you or anyone you know wants to get involved
with the sport or learn more about it, make sure to
drop by one of their home games on Oct. 2 verus
Stonehill and Oct. 16 versus Roger Williams.

10/10 vs. DePaul University

Women’s Field Hockey:
9/24 vs. Georgetown University, win 2-1
9/26 vs. University of Massachusetts Amherst,
loss 2-0

Upcoming:
10/1 at University of Connecticut
10/3 vs. Virginia Commonwealth University
10/8 vs. Temple University
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The Providence College Women’s Club Rugby team has 35 players on the roster this season. In past years, they would need to
borrow opponents players to field a full 15-person team.

